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MOTTOS 
 
“For indeed, with hardship (will be) ease. Indeed, with hardship (will 
be) ease. So when you have finished (your duties), then stand up (for 
worship).” 
(The Holy Qur’an: Al – Insyirah 5-7) 
 
 
 
 
“Success is never final. Failure is never fatal. Courage is what counts.” 
(Sir Winston Churchill) 
 
 
 
“We are friends for life. When we’re together the years fall away. Isn’t that 
what matters? To have someone who can remember with you? To have someone 
who remembers how far you’ve come?”  
(Judy Blume) 
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ABSTRACT 
 
This study aims at specifying, describing and analyzing style of speech as 
performed by young adult girl characters in Judy Blume’s Are You There God? 
It’s Me, Margaret. The objectives of this study are (1) to specify the linguistic 
features—words and syntax—occurred in the novel Are You There God? It’s Me, 
Margaret, and (2) to describe the speech functions and the use of the style which 
can convey message found in the young adult girl characters’ speeches in the 
novel Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret. 
The study applied the descriptive qualitative method since the discussion 
was presented descriptively with the researcher as the main instrument and the 
data sheets as the secondary instrument. The data findings were in quantitative 
data presented in numbers and percentages. In collecting the data, the novel was 
read and re-read. Then, the researcher wrote down the data. After being collected, 
the data were categorized and analyzed based on each category. Finally, the 
triangulation was in the forms of peer discussion. 
  The result of the research shows two significant points. First, there are only 
two kinds of linguistic features related to the discussion of the style of speech, 
found in Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret, namely words and syntax. 
Second, there are two parts that are presented in the study: the speech functions 
and the use of the style which can convey message. In term of  
the variety of the speech functions, the young adult girl characters express it into 
six categories i.e. expressive, directive, referential, metalinguistic, poetic, and 
phatic, however, only poetic function does not occur in the young adult girl 
characters’ speeches. Meanwhile, related to the discussion of the use of the style 
which can convey message, the young adult girl characters experiencing the 
phenomenon because of three reasons as forms of phatic communication, to 
control interactions, and to protect ego.  
   
 
 
 
 
Keywords: style of speech, young adult girl characters, novel, sociolinguistics  
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CHAPTER I 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
A. Background of the Research  
Human beings need to interact with each other in order to fulfill their need. 
To do the interaction, they need to communicate by using a certain language, 
which they can use as a means to express their feelings and thoughts. It is in line 
with Siahaan (2008: 1) who says that language can be seen in human’s way of 
thinking, communicating ideas, and negotiating with the others.  
When people want to say and share their thought using a certain language, 
they, definitely, may not speak in the same way. It is because they have their own 
style and they know how to differentiate or choose the appropriate style of speech 
in different situations. In other words, nobody speaks in the same way, even 
though their language and dialect are the same. According to Chaika (1982: 29), 
the style of speech can be defined as a way to express something related to the 
language that someone uses in communication to the other and it can be in the 
oral or written form. Moreover, the existence of style of speech found in a written 
form will give certain characteristics effect to its readers.  
The style of speech in a written form is well documented in literary works, 
such as novels, which are often said as a mirror of human experiences. One 
phenomenon of style of speech is like what is well portrayed in a novel entitled 
Are You There God? It’s me, Margaret, written by Judy Blume. This novel is 
partly autobiographic, because the story is based on several events that were 
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experienced by the author herself when she was still a young adult girl. The novel 
talks about the pre-teenagers and teenagers’ life. The main issues that mostly 
discussed in the novel are a straightforward discussion of menstruation, sexual 
intercourse, breast development and religion. Moreover, the language use of the 
novel is mainly dominated by young adult girl characters who have their own 
style of speeches, which are shown in their conversations and also the main 
character’s narrations. Thus, this novel can be seen as sourceful data to be 
analyzed in terms of the style of speeches of young adult girl characters.  
The young adult girl characters in Are You There God? It’s me, Margaret 
speak naturally through their conversation, therefore, the readers can see their 
wittiness, naivety and honesty. For example, when the main character named 
Margaret needs to change her bathing suit before she and Nancy go to swim. First, 
Margaret does not want to change her suit in front of her new friend, however 
after Nancy says that she does not mind, Margaret then does it in front of her.  
… ‘Thank you,’ I said, taking the suit. ‘Where should I change?’ Nancy 
looked around the room. ’What’s wrong with here?’ ‘Nothing. I don’t 
mind, if you don’t mind.’ ‘Why should I mind?’  
(SS/M-N/4/10) 
 
The choice of Are You There God? It’s me, Margaret as the object of the 
research is because of several considerations. First, this novel is the best 
representation of young adult’s life in the society. Second, the novel quickly 
achieves best-seller status and makes the writer as a major figure in children’s 
literature. Moreover, the novel also receives some prestigious awards, such as 
Outstanding Book of the Year in New York Times (1970), Young Hoosier Award 
in Indiana Media Educators (1976), Great Stone Face Award in New Hampshire 
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Library Association (1980), All-Time 100 Novels List in Time Magazine (2005), 
and Parent & Child 100 Greatest Books For Kids in Scholastic Magazine (2012). 
Third, the novel provides rich and appropriate data for analyzing young adult 
girls’ style of speeches phenomena. Thus, by observing the novel, the readers, 
who mainly know linguistics, can find several types of style of speech. Last but 
not least, the language use of the novel is very simple which is easily to be 
understood by readers from all ages, especially for young people, because this 
novel is written for those types of readers. 
In order to understand the style of the young adult girl characters’ 
speeches, there are some appropriate approaches that can be employed. One of the 
approaches which discuss language style in a written text is sociolinguistics. Thus, 
in analyzing the phenomenon of style of speeches in Are You There God? It’s me, 
Margaret, the researcher employs sociolinguistics as the approach. This is in 
accordance with the definition of sociolinguistics as the study of language and 
society which concerns with variations and differences of human language 
diversity within the society (Aitchison, 2003: 114). Therefore, the style of speech 
becomes one of the sociolinguistics’ branches, which the existence is generally 
caused by the art of speech variations. 
 
B. Focus of the Research 
Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret is one of Blume’s novels that is 
classified as children’s literature book. In the history of American children’s 
literature, Blume is widely known as an author whose works are frequently 
criticized by the Americans because in her novels, she often presents sensitive and 
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controversial subjects. As on her first book, The One in the Middle Is the Green 
Kangaroo (1969) has been considered as a novel which explores many taboos. 
While in her second work entitled Iggie’s House (1970), she tells about racism. 
Finally, in her third novel, Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret (1970), which 
is dedicated for children, she explores a straightforward discussion of 
menstruation, breast development, and religion.  
Based on the background of the research, the problems of the style of 
speech in Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret, especially related to the young 
adult girl characters, are examined by using the sociolinguistic theories. This 
research mainly uses Chaika’s theories. She (1982: 29) states that style of speech 
refers to the selection of linguistic form, used to convey social or artistic effects. 
Therefore people can easily identify the way someone speaks in the society and 
how he or she representing their society.  
In Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret, the young adult girl characters’ 
styles of speeches cause several problems. The first problem is the kinds of style 
of speech produced by young adult girl characters in the novel Are You There 
God? It’s Me, Margaret. The second problem is related to the speech functions 
and the style of the speech which can transfer message found in the young adult 
girl characters’ speeches.  
Based on the focus of the research, this research limits on analyzing two 
kinds of problems related to the style of speech which is performed by the young 
adult girl characters in the novel Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret. First, the 
problem is focused on the linguistics features dealing with the choice of dictions. 
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In fact, the dictions show how Blume presents her ability in writing that may 
impress readers’ emotion and way of thinking; even they can easily remember 
their childhood experiences. Second, the problem is related to speech functions 
and the style which can transfer the message. This second limitation deals with 
what exactly the young adult girls intend to express through their speeches.  
Finally, in relation to the background, this research focuses on the style of 
speech that has many aspects which can influence the use of language and the way 
people may use and interpret it. There are two points to be underlined on this 
research: the linguistic features of style— words and syntax; the speech functions 
and the style which can transfer the message.  
 
C. Objectives of the Research 
 In accordance with the focus of the research above, the objectives of this 
research are as the following: 
1. to specify the linguistic features—words and syntax—occurred in the 
novel Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret, and  
2. to describe and analyze the speech functions and the use of the style which 
can convey message found in the young adult girl characters’ speeches in 
the novel Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret. 
 
D. Significance of the Research 
It is expected that the result of this research will be useful and bring some 
benefits. This part is divided into two parts: theoretically and practically, as 
follows:  
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1. Theoretical significance 
Theoretically, the result of the study will be beneficial and useful for 
students, who conduct the English teaching and learning process in class, 
because it will enrich their knowledge concerning style of speech in 
sociolinguistics. Moreover, this study may be used as a literary review for 
someone who wants to conduct the same research, he or she may find 
some theoretical references in this thesis.  
2. Practical significance  
For the society, it is expected that the pre-teenagers and teenagers can use 
their own style of speech appropriately to communicate with their friends, 
family, and even strangers. Moreover, by reading this novel and also the 
research, hopefully all parents can open their mind on how to educate their 
children properly. They should listen and understand what their children’s 
need instead of dictating them. Since this book is quite interesting to be 
read, everyone definitely should read and re-read it.  
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CHAPTER II 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
 
 
 
A. Theoretical Description 
1. Sociolinguistics  
 According to Chaika (1982: 2), sociolinguistics is the study of how 
people use language to communicate with each other, such as when they talk 
to their family, friends, teachers, and even to strangers. The sociolinguists see 
the importance of studying the language because it shows the social 
stratification in a certain language. By examining the language closely, it will 
be easier to observe the conditions, values, and beliefs that have been shaped 
a certain group in the society. Spolsky (2003: 3) adds that sociolinguists are 
trying to seek for the relation which connects the language and the society. 
He states that the function of language is not only to communicate meaning, 
but also to set up and to keep social relationships. 
 In line with Spolsky, Holmes (2003: 3) mentions that the sociolinguists 
are interested in finding reasons why people use different ways to 
communicate with others in different social context. Furthermore, they also 
try to identify language‟s social functions and the way people use it to 
express social meaning. In accordance with Holmes, Aitchison (2003: 14) 
says that sociolinguists are concerned with the variety of language which 
exists in the whole world. Basically, those sociolinguists are trying to analyze 
the social factors which lead to this variety.  
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As a conclusion, sociolinguists see the importance of studying language 
and society. That is why there is an area of study, which specifically concerns 
on the discussion of the relationship between language and society, called 
sociolinguistics.  
 
2. Language and Society  
Singh and Peccei (2004: 7) state that when people discuss about 
language, they actually discuss about a quite complex object. The reason of 
the above statement is because when people use language, they can use it to 
produce new meanings. Moreover, Kreidler (1998: 6) adds that language can 
have multiple meanings, which may lead to some ambiguities. Thus, people 
have to know how to use language correctly and appropriately.  
Besides language can create meaning, it also has certain functions. 
Singh and Peccei (2004: 7) also explain that language has many functions, for 
example in a day, a person uses language “referentially, affectively, 
aesthetically, and phatically‟‟. There are various ways of using language 
because the speaker is trying to communicate information to the hearer.  
Furthermore, Mesthrie in Introducing Sociolinguistics (2009: 5-6) 
comments that many sociolinguists, which concern the „human 
communication‟ aspect in the definition of language, see the importance of 
analyzing the way language is used along with its diversity of functions.  
From all the opinions and investigations done by the above linguists, it 
is clear that language cannot be separated from the society since the language 
exists because of the existence of the society and vice versa. 
9 
 
3. Style of Speech 
Coupland (2007: 9) writes in The Sociolinguistics of Variations that 
many researchers have not used stylistic variation as their research focus 
because it belongs to the sociolinguistic field. Meanwhile, based on the use of 
the style, Haase (2005: 2) states that the style can be found in an oral or 
written text and the examples of some fields of style are word choice, 
intonation, rhythm, syntax, and the others.  
Related to the definition of style, Missikova (2003: 17) argues that it is 
difficult to define it. Thus, she then proposed several broad areas in which 
those are used:  
1. in a simple way, style refers to the „manner of expression,‟ both in oral or 
written text. In this type of style, some people believe that style has 
evaluative connotations, and  
2. style can be seen as variation in language use. According to Missikova, 
style may have more than one variation “not only from situation to 
situation, but according to the medium and degree of formality”.   
Coupland (2007: 1-2) adds, when people use the term „style‟, usually it 
is related to “some aesthetic dimension of difference”. Thus, in order to 
produce the style, people need to have a certain skill. He explains further that 
in the literature field, “literature style relates to the crafting of language text 
in literature genres and to an aesthetic interpretation of text.” 
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According to Chaika (1982: 29), style is related to the variety of 
language forms, which can transmit social or artistic effects. For example, 
Spolsky mentions:  
… in bilingual communities which based on degree of formality, 
stylistic level may be marked by switching from one variety to 
another. Official in Switzerland who use Swiss German in intimate 
and casual circumstances move to High German for informal and 
formal speech. Paraguayan city-dwellers switch to Guarani for casual 
and intimate speech and jokes. Speakers of Arabic who use the 
vernacular in normal conversation shift to Modern Standard Arabic 
when they are giving public speeches.   
         (2003: 32) 
 
In the same line with Chaika and Spolsky, Joos in his book, The Five 
Clocks (in Coupland 2007: 10) divides several levels of formality in spoken 
and written language. They are: „frozen‟, „formal‟, „consultative‟, „casual‟, 
and „intimate‟. Those characterizations are based on an intuition about 
degrees of familiarity or intimacy. Thus, for him, the style of speech means as 
a form of language that is used by a speaker.  
For further explanations of those levels, Joss (in Daniels, 2009: 26) 
explains that, first, „frozen‟ is a style which is used in a particular literature. It 
is totally based on the speakers‟ meaning that can be completely interpreted 
by the hearers. Then the second level is „formal‟, which is used in an 
important or serious situation, such as in lectures, sermons, television 
newscasts, and some other occasions. The third level is „consultative‟, which 
is used by a speaker that provides explicit background information of his or 
her because the hearer may not understand for what the speaker says. This is 
the style used by strangers or near-stranger. The next level is „casual‟. It is 
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used in a relaxed or normal situation. This level of style is appropriate to be 
used in daily interactions, for example in a conversation among friends and 
family. The last is „intimate‟. It can only exist in a completely private 
language between individuals with a close personal relationship, such as 
families, lovers, and the closest friends. 
In addition, Chaika (1982: 29) explains that style may also give an 
information to the hearer whether the speaker uses a serious, ironic, 
humorous mood or not. When the style of an utterance is not in the same line 
with the words‟ meaning and grammar, people will often consider the style as 
the most important one which can lead them to the various interpretations. 
Moreover, Spolsky (2003: 32) gives a brief explanation of stylistic 
variation. He states that speakers or writers have to pay attention to the way 
they deliver their speech. It is supported by Chaika (1982: 29). Style can be 
seen as a set of instructions, because the style (whether formal or informal) 
can also tell the hearer how to get to know what is being said: seriously, 
ironically, humorously, sarcastically, deviously, or in other ways. 
The style of language can be considered as a medium to communicate 
which mainly focuses on intended social message rather than the literal one. 
As argued by Chaika (1982: 29), a communication creates the messages, so 
people express the message by using intonation, diction and grammar given 
by the style. She also adds that the style covers common use of language such 
as in greeting and forms of address to start interactions. It emphasizes the 
social message. By using the speech‟s style, the speakers must determine the 
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purpose of communication, because in a society, there are a lot of people who 
will have different kind of interpretations.  
In conclusion, the style of speech can be defined as the various ways of 
speaking in order to interact with one another within the society. The style of 
speech can also transfer various messages. Thus, the hearers have to know 
speakers‟ style of speech because it will make them easier to get those 
messages.  
 
a. The Elements of the Style of Speech 
Sebeok (in Coupland, 2007: 10) states that style, either in the form 
of spoken or written text, can be seen as the sub-field of literary stylistics. 
He also says that in the early stylistics, the style is dominated by the 
linguistic structuralism, which emphasizes at the structural properties of 
texts in different levels of linguistic features: phonological, grammatical, 
lexical, and prosodic. Being in line with the previous theory, Chaika 
(1982: 43) says that the style of speech can convey message through three 
linguistic features, namely sounds, words, and syntax. These three 
important differences of style can be used to say and express almost 
everything both unconsciously and consciously. 
 
1) Linguistic Features of Style  
 In his research, Fishman (1972: 23 and 27) argues that within a 
speech community, there is a considerable variation. Small and large 
communities speak differently in all levels of status. The variety of 
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speeches of each member of the societies can be influenced by many 
factors such as age (minors and adults; children and parents), sex (men and 
women), and occupation (leaders and followers). He also adds that the 
members of communities who use their own speech varieties can be 
differentiated by using linguistic range whether phonologically, lexically, 
or grammatically.   
 Moreover, his statements are agreed by Chaika (1982: 39), who 
states that people from the same society usually use the same features of 
style. They give meaning not only by using linguistic meaning, but also by 
using voice quality, intonation, and tempo. To signal some messages, 
people who have different language and dialect use the features of style 
differently, which sometimes creates misunderstanding.  
  Furthermore, Chaika (1982: 43-35) then differentiates the features 
of style into three linguistic features, which will be explained further 
below:  
a) Sounds 
Fromkin, Rodman and Hyams (2003: 5) argue that learning 
about sounds and sounds patterns are only a small part of linguistic 
knowledge. To understand a language is also to know that certain 
sound sequences related to certain concepts or meanings. In addition, 
Labov (in Bayley and Lucas 2007: 5) explains about sound variation. 
He states that it involves “different ways of saying the same thing”. 
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For example runnin‟ and running are different versions, but they have 
the same meaning. 
The first feature, which is related to sound, is phonetic 
variants. This feature deals with the unwritten language, because it is 
about “different ways of pronouncing in the same sound”. An example 
of linguistic feature of sound appears in a palatalization. Palatalization 
is only experienced by speakers in a spoken language. The example of 
palatalization is [t] and [d] before [y], for example: you: did you and 
don‟t you. There is no significant difference in meaning, however, 
based on the meaning in context, this process gives different emotion 
to the hearer in which it is related to the speaker‟s mood or attention 
(Chaika, 1982: 43). 
In Blume‟s Are You There God? It‟s Me, Margaret, the novel 
does not involve the system of sound, because it is a written text. The 
novel contains and involves other features of style, such as system of 
words and syntactic variants. These variants are stylistic when the 
choice of one or the other does not change the content of the message, 
but does signal a different social or emotional message.  
 
b) Words  
According to Chaika (1982: 44), the second feature is lexical 
variants. In this kind of features, speakers may choose words or phrase 
rather than other features, because it is directly connected to the 
meaning.  
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In addition, she adds that when people choose a linguistic 
feature: words rather than the other features, it must concern a 
technical term, which is called lexical items. It shows stylistic 
message, although the meaning will be the same. Lexical variants can 
also show the opposite stylistic meaning. It can be seen in the 
following example, “Let‟s split” instead of choosing “Let‟s go”. The 
above example shows that the speaker is still young and he or she uses 
an informal style. Moreover, Bloomfield (in Aitchison, 2003: 56) also 
defines a well-known definition of word. It is “a minimum free form”, 
which can occur by itself. 
Based on Morley‟s theory (2000: 31) in Syntax in Functional 
Grammar, he states that words are divided into several classes: noun, 
pronoun, article, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction, and 
interjection. These classifications are based on “the basis of 
grammatical behavior”. Grammatical behavior means the appearing 
words in which it occurs and the arranging of different formation 
which is based on its positions. For further explanation is shown 
below.  
a. Noun 
Noun has two kinds. They are „concrete‟ and „abstract‟. Concrete 
noun refers to entities which are made from material. In other 
word, it can be said as something that can be seen, while abstract 
noun is intangible such as beauty, wisdom etc. Moreover, noun can 
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be added with some additional modifier such as syllables and 
articles as well as quantifiers to identify whether the word singular 
or plural.    
b. Pronoun 
Pronoun is actually part of noun which may be substituted place of 
a noun. This can only be happened when a noun is the one and only 
element in nominal phrase. Moreover, pronoun can also replace the 
whole of a clause. Therefore, pronoun may be substituted noun 
phrase, noun clause, or even a nominal word.  
c. Article 
In this word class, there are two kinds of articles: definite and 
indefinite articles. They are a/an and the. The function of articles is 
“to mark specificity, generalization or universality of reference to 
the entity denoted by the following noun”. In other theory, articles 
are always used dependently as determiners, which are in front of a 
noun. 
d. Verb 
Verb is functioned to convey process and it also has several 
classifications. First, the verbs can indicate actions. Second, it can 
document events. Third, it can present states. However, in this 
research will not discuss further about those classifications. 
Grammatically, the definition of verbs is word class which can 
relate to the fact that their form can potentially be 
17 
 
inflected/modified to mark tense, aspect, voice, mood and the 
person form of the subject with which they agree. 
e. Adjective 
Adjectives are a word class which purposes as pre-modifier. It can 
formulate in case of noun phase, so it comes before noun head. 
Moreover, adjectives can have another function. It can be related to 
subject, when it functions predicatively.    
f. Adverb 
Similar with adjective, adverb functions as modifier. It can modify 
adjective and verb. In modifying adjectives, the adverb appears 
immediately in the front of the word which is modified, while in 
modifying verb, it can occur whether before or after the modified 
word. Furthermore, the adverb not only modifies a word, but also it 
can modify whole phase and clause, especially nominal and 
prepositional phrase.   
g. Preposition 
Preposition is the word class which has features to company a 
phrase and clause. It is also called as modifier, either pre-modifier 
or post-modifier. The preposition has its category such as simple-
complex preposition, and intransitive preposition.  
h. Conjunction 
Conjunction in grammatical construction can be called as 
connector, and it classifies into two types. They are coordinating 
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and subordinating conjunctions. Coordinating conjunction 
functions to connect “units of equal grammatical status, primarily 
clause with clause and phrase with phrase”. Meanwhile, 
subordinating conjunction is to introduce “subordinate clauses and 
join or bind clauses of unequal grammatical status, for example a 
subordinate clause with a main clause, or one subordinate clause 
with another subordinate clause which is immediately 
superordinate”. 
i. Interjection 
Interjection is functioned to express emotion and exclamation of 
speakers by using words which has no lexical content. It is about 
the reaction of the speakers. The examples of interjection are oh, 
wow, aha, ouch, alas, hey, together with expletives such as damn, 
golly, hell, etc. 
 
c) Syntax 
In Chaika‟s theory (1982: 44), the third feature is syntactic 
variants. In this last kind of feature, the speakers will choose different 
grammatical construction because the function of this feature is to 
give a certain social message. For example, a young educated person 
will utter “Have I not?” instead of “Haven‟t I?”.  
For further theory of syntax, Morley (2000: 69) says that like 
words which also have its classes, sentences also have its own classes 
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which classify based on formal types of sentence such as simple, 
complex, compound, and compound-complex sentence.  
1) Simple sentence is a sentence which only contains one clause, e.g. 
Did you get a newspaper? 
2) Complex sentence is formed from one main clause and at least 
one subordinate clause. e.g. If you don't like the heat || get out of 
the kitchen. 
3) Compound sentence consists of two more main clauses and it has 
no subordinate clause at all, e.g. I've tried all day || but I still can't 
get through. 
4) Complex-Compound sentence contain at least two main clauses 
and at least one subordinate clause, e.g. If you need a hand || give 
me a call || and I'll pop round. 
 
2) Speech Functions  
Jacobson (in Coupland 2007: 11) lists all the main functions of 
speech. They are: 
“… poetic (the set . . . towards the MESSAGE). …The poetic 
function stands alongside the referential function (the cognitive 
ordering of propositional meaning) and the emotive function 
(affective and expressive meaning). Other functions are the 
conative function (organising meaning relative to an addressee), the 
metalingual function (language „glossing‟ or referring to itself) and 
the phatic function (language marking that people are in social 
contact).”  
Speech in communication can possibly have more than one function. It 
happens because of the different ways of interpreting message which is 
done by the hearer. When a speaker makes contact with the hearer, he or 
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she must have topics in a discourse level, therefore, the hearer can get the 
message.  
In addition, Jacobson (in Clarke 2005: 1) explains further about the 
six different functions of speech. The first speech function is emotive. It 
focuses on a message which the function is to emphasize the addresser‟s 
response to a given situation arising in the context. The second speech 
function is conative. It emphasizes the message‟s impact upon the 
addressee. The third speech function is referential. It stresses the 
message‟s denotative or cognitive purpose (what the message is about). 
The fourth speech function is poetic/aesthetic. It highlights the message as 
a result of the main aesthetic purpose. The fifth is phatic function, it keeps 
the contact which is to make sure the process of channels of 
communication. The sixth is metalinguistic. It emphasizes the code itself 
shared by the speaker and hearer, that is, the medium in which 
communication occurs, as a result of which one metalanguage is used to 
comment on and explain another language. 
To make the explanation clear, Jacobson draws his ideas into the 
following chart:   
Context 
Message 
Addresser -----------------------> Addressee 
Contact 
Code 
 
These six elements or „factors‟ of communication are in line with each 
different „function‟ of speech as follows: 
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Referential 
Poetic / Aesthetic 
Emotive -----------------------------> Conative 
Phatic 
Metalinguistic 
 
Figure 1. The communication concepts in the function of speech 
 
In the same line, Holmes (1992: 286) briefly formulates six 
functions of speech. The explanations are presented below:  
a) Expressive: it is used to express the feelings of a certain speaker. e.g. 
I‟m feeling great today.  
b) Directive: a speaker will use this function if he or she wants to order 
someone to do something, e.g. Clear the table.  
c) Referential: this function provides information, e.g. At the third 
stroke it will be three o‟clock precisely. 
d) Metalinguistic: this function is used to give comments on the 
language itself, e.g. „Hegemony‟ is not a common word. 
e) Poetic: this function focuses on language‟s aesthetic features. Poetic 
can be found in e.g. a poem, an ear-catching motto, a rhyme: Peter 
Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.  
f) Phatic: a speaker will use this function to express solidarity and 
empathy to others. e.g. Hi, how are you, lovely day isn‟t it! 
Holmes adds that the first three functions are derived from the basic 
components, which can be found in any kind of interaction. Those 
components are: the speaker (expressive), the addressee (directive) and the 
message (referential).  
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3) The Style Is the Message 
 Style gives information about how to interpret a certain message. 
Speakers consciously and unconsciously have information to tell about 
themselves just by producing words, grammars and pronunciations. Based 
on those information, the hearers are able to find out about the speaker‟s 
social or educational background and region where they belong to (Chaika, 
1982: 31).  
Furthermore, she states that “styles use all the resources of 
language: tone of voice, different ways of pronouncing sounds, even 
choice of words and grammar”. To make it clear, Chaika (1982: 29) gives 
an example on this case. If “John is nice” is said sarcastically, the style 
instructs, that the meaning of the speech contrasts with what it actually 
says. Thus, “John is nice” can be interpreted as “John is not nice.”  
Besides, Chaika (1982: 36) also states that there are other 
advantages in delivering the message given through style. It is able to 
show the status and mood of the speaker. Moreover, in ritual greetings 
which convey many information about someone, but not via words, it will 
be easier to know the status and the mood of the speaker. Chaika (1982: 
32) mentions that there are three reasons for this: phatic communication, 
control of interactions, and protection of ego.  
a) Phatic Communication 
According to Chaika (1982: 32), phatic communication 
functions to get a direct social contact with the hearers. For example 
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when a speaker is passing a person whom she or he knows, she or he 
will greet that person by saying “How are you today?” then the hearer 
will reply it by saying “Fine.” In this point, the conversation end by 
the respond of the hearer.   
 
b) Control of Interactions 
In control of interactions, Chaika (1982: 33) argues that a 
person with higher status has an advantage of choosing the style 
whether formal or informal speech, while a person with lower status 
will have to adjust with the conversation. Formal style itself can be 
seen as a style that is designed to maintain someone‟s authority. For 
example when somebody superior greets by saying “How are you 
Mr./Mrs./Miss./Ms. _____ today.” The hearer has to answer it by 
“Fine, thank you, Mr./Mrs./Miss./Ms. _____”.  
From the above conversation, it is clear that both of the 
speaker and the hearer are trying to control their own style for not 
presenting an intimacy in their social contact. Meanwhile in an 
informal style, it would be different with the formal one. Casual 
greeting in a conversation can make speakers feel confidence and 
relax. Therefore, the intimacy which absents in a formal greeting 
appears in the casual greeting.  
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c) Protection of Ego 
The protection of ego is closely related to the control of 
interactions. It happens when the speakers control their emotions, 
automatically, they are trying to protect their egos. Based on Chaika‟s 
theory (1982: 37), the style itself serves as a social interaction in three 
ways: it saves time, egos and avoids friction. 
 
4. Judy Blume's Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret 
a. The Novel  
Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret is a third novel written by 
Judy Blume. Blume is one of the most popular American authors who 
devotes her life to children literature. She is a creator of real, honest and 
often humorous stories as shown in her third novel, which is classified as a 
realistic novel by many critics.  
As stated by Christine (2009), Are You There God? It's Me, 
Margaret was published to the public for the first time in 1970 and it 
brought a huge success. As the time of its publication, Blume was praised 
for her warm and funny descriptions of childhood‟s life. Although 
Blume‟s works are read by many readers, they have often been the target 
of criticism because she openly discusses about some taboo subjects. 
Related to Blume‟s third novel, the setting of Are You There God? 
It's Me Margaret is in America. It is important for the researcher and also 
the readers to know the social condition and status of the American, at the 
time, because through the background of social condition and status, it can 
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give a cross culture understanding. Moreover, it also gives a description of 
the American society. 
The main character of this novel is Margaret and the story is told 
from the first person point of view. Margaret is eleven years old and has 
just moved to Fabrook New Jersey from New York City with her parents, 
Barbara and Herb. As the new girl in town, she wants to fit herself in the 
neighborhood. Nancy Wheeler becomes her close friend. They study in the 
same school and they have a secret club named the PTSs (The PreTeen 
Sensations, the name of the secret group) together with two other friends, 
Gretchen Potter and Janie Loomis. The story basically related to some 
problems that Margaret has to face in her life, for example the problem of 
menstruation and personal belief.  
This novel can give influences to young-adults and parents. For 
example, sometime, pre-teenagers or even teenagers can easily change 
their mind because of a little thing and they also can be easily influenced 
by other people in their surroundings. This phenomenon is experienced by 
Margaret and her friends. In the case of Margaret, she has a higher self 
esteem, that is why she cannot easily be influenced by other people. 
However, she is a moody girl, she can easily change her mind, because of 
her friends‟ words, behaviors, and ways of thinking.  
Furthermore, in relation to the language used in the novel, Blume 
cleverly arranges it, so she can deliver the story from the complicated life 
of children and it is based on children‟s point of view. This is in line with 
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Hasan (2005: 48) who states that the use of language is not only the 
reflection of human‟s thought and feeling, but also the complexity of 
social life. 
 
b. Young Adult Girls’ Speeches  
Blume, in her Are You There God? It‟s Me, Margaret creates some 
young adult girl characters that attract the researcher attention, which then 
makes her interested to analyze them in term of sociolinguistics. In this 
novel, Margaret‟s speech has a higher domination in all kinds of 
interactions. She produces language in a simple way, but attractive and 
meaningful.  
Additionally, her close friends give a great influence into her 
speeches to express her ideas and feelings and even the way she thinks. 
Margaret does not only produce her speech to communicate with her 
friends, family or even strangers, but also to speak to God. She is an 
intelligent girl who can produce meaningful statements when she interacts 
with others. Moreover, she is also a strong girl who can keep her own 
secret. For example when oneday her mother sees her crying, 
spontaneously Margaret wipes tears in her face and says "I'm fine".  
In terms of the language used in the novel, young adult girls have 
their own style. Margaret and her friends use their own way to 
communicate to each other. In many ways, they are really honest about 
their feelings and thoughts, although sometimes they break the „rules‟ 
which commonly believed by the society where they lived. Thus, all of the 
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fascinating factors in the novel make the researcher want to analyze it 
comprehensively. 
 
B. Previous Research 
The researcher does not deny that this research is not the first one to 
discuss style of speech phenomena. In fact, there have been many previous 
researches, especially in the form of thesis and journal, on this topic. Even though 
the topic of the researches is the same, it does not mean they are similar. This is 
because each of the research has its own distinctive focus, methodology and 
different object. In the below section, the researcher will show several researches 
which have similar topic. 
1. Language Style Used in Oprah Winfrey Show (Hosen: 2010) 
The researcher conducts a research on language style of which the 
data is taken from the transcript of conversation between Oprah Winfrey and 
her two guests, Barack Obama and Michelle Obama. He analyzes the kinds of 
language style used by Winfrey, as the host of a talk show named Oprah 
Winfrey Show. 
In his research, he finds that the language style used by Winfrey are 
varied, such as informal, formal, serious, ironic, or even humor. The 
conversation transcript shows that the conversation between the guests and 
the host mostly goes on standard language and in the form of simple 
sentences. 
In this research, the researcher mostly employs the theories of Chaika 
and Joss which discuss the style of speech. Besides, he also employs the 
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theory of speech style and its categories. In his research, the researcher 
explains that the speech style is the form of language that speakers use and it 
is characterized by the degree of formality, such as frozen style, formal style, 
consultative style, casual style, and intimate style. He also adds that the style 
may be called higher or lower in referring to the meaning of communication, 
and the speaker may use higher or both lower style at the same time. 
After analyzing the data, the researcher finds out that the host and the 
guest mostly use both informal and formal language style. The next language 
style, which is rarely used, is colloquial style. Thus, his research discusses the 
speech style which focuses only on the kinds of the speech style used by the 
host and guest in the Oprah Winfrey Show.  
2. Style of Obama‟s Inauguration Speech (Samuel Gunawan: 2011) 
Gunawan‟s research on style of speech observes Obama‟s inauguration 
speech. The focus of his research is to examine how Obama‟s inauguration 
speech addresses the confidence of the new President to cope with the 
domestic problems and renew the American role in the world in terms of its 
theme, plot structure, linguistic and stylistic categories. 
This research uses the dualistic view of stylistics by Leech & Short 
(1984). There are two broad inquiries that are analyzed by Gunawan. The first 
is the theme and the plot structure of the speech that rest on Perrine‟s concept 
of theme and plot structure (1984), and Kelly‟s (2010) concept of “theme 
reinforcers”. The second is the investigation on the choice of form that applies 
selectively by Leech and Short‟s checklist of linguistic and stylistic categories 
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such as: lexical categories, grammatical categories, figures of speech, and 
context and cohesion (Leech & Short, 1984: 74 -118). 
After analyzing the data, the researcher finds out several findings. 
First, the theme of Obama‟s inauguration speech can be seen as the unifying 
idea about the kind of life expected for the Americans as a whole as stated or 
implied by the speech. The second finding is related to the plot structure of 
speech. Obama uses six elements of the plot structure to make up the whole 
speech. They are: opening, acknowledging the prevailing economic crisis, 
conviction of Americans‟ capability to overcome crisis, soliciting cooperation 
from the opposing cynical politicians and forces, repositioning of the U.S. 
global involvement, and closing: the power resting on the people to resolve 
their common problems. 
The last finding is that the choice of expression in Obama‟s 
inauguration speech is analyzed in terms of lexical categories, grammatical 
categories, figures of speech, context, and cohesion. Therefore, throughout his 
speech, Obama places himself as a humble citizen addressing his audience as 
his inseparable compatriots in the use of the pronoun “we” and the possessive 
pronoun “our” to refer to their shared heritage.  
 
C. Conceptual Framework  
This research studies the phenomenon of style of speech of young adult 
girls. The object of this research is Are You There God? It‟s Me, Margaret , which 
portrays the phenomenon of young adult girls in America. The main reason of 
discussing this phenomenon is that human can produce different ways of 
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communication in every single interaction, but they totally depend on the 
situations and conditions in order to deliver certain messages. Therefore, the style 
of speech can give different effects of reaction in understanding the message. 
Based on Chaika‟s theory, the concept of the style of speech is not only 
can be easily found in a written form, but also in the spoken one. There are two 
main parts of style of speech that are analyzed in this study. The first is linguistic 
features of style. The second is speech functions and the use of the style which 
can convey the message.  
In the first part of the analysis, there are three kinds of linguistic features 
of style: sound, words and syntax. Yet, in this research, the researcher only 
focuses on words and syntax, because the object of this research is a written text 
(novel). The example of words in linguistic features is when a speaker, whom in a 
very casual situation, may say “shooting the breeze” instead of “chatting”. It is 
referring to say a very casual conversation. While the example of linguistic 
features: syntax is “Have I not?” instead of “Haven‟t I?” (Chaika, 1982: 44).  
While in the second part of the analysis, the style gives information about 
how to interpret a certain message. Speakers consciously and unconsciously have 
information to tell about themselves just by producing linguistic features. The 
object of the novel, young adult girl characters, speak in two different situations: 
formal and informal situation that can influence their style of speech. Moreover, 
through the use of style, some people can easily find an ironic or more sarcasm 
situation, for example “John is nice” when John is actually not nice (Chaika, 
1982: 29). 
31 
 
Furthermore, every speech has its own functions, which will be identified 
in this research. They are expressive, directive, referential, metalinguistic, poetic, 
and phatic. The first is expressive. It is about an emotion of the speaker who 
addresses his or her message in emotive way for the hearers, for example How 
lovely Sunday is, isn‟t it?. The second is directive functions. This function is used 
to order someone to do something, for example Randi, switch off the lamp. The 
third function is referential function. It is for every word which carries 
information, for example Elephant is a bigger animal for today. The fourth is 
metalinguistic for example Mare is the female of the horse. The fifth function is 
poetic function. It is the way speaker delivering speech by using aesthetic 
language such as poetry or other literary works.  Then, the sixth function is phatic. 
This function purposes to create maintain contact, for example Hi, small talk, how 
are you? (Yaguello, 1998). 
In the final of the study analysis, there are some reasons why the style 
can transfer the message. Firstly, it is seen as a form of phatic communication. 
Secondly, it is a way to control the interactions. The last is as a way to protect 
someone‟s ego. The example in phatic communication is greeting. People who 
know each other will suddenly greet by saying: “Hi”. While in controlling the 
communication, when a speaker with higher status greets by using formal style, he 
or she will say “How are you today, Mr./Mrs./Miss./Ms.____?” and the hearer 
must always respond with “Fine, thank you Mr./Mrs./Miss./Ms.____”. This kind 
of conversation keeps them in a distance and it also can be seen as the example of 
how much they can control the speech in their style of a communication. In 
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relation to the discussion of the protection of ego, basically, it is similar to 
controlling interactions. It happens, for instance, when a student gets mad with a 
teacher, then he or she should not say anything bad about the teacher. Thus, the 
student has to protect the ego of being mad (Chaika, 1982: 33). 
In fact, the phenomenon of style of speech used by young adult girls is 
portrayed very well in Blume‟s Are You There God? It‟s Me, Margaret. It is a 
novel of which the story is based on true story of a young adult girl – the author of 
the novel herself. The main character, Margaret, and also her best friends are 
honest and naïve young adult girls who have to deal with various problems in 
their life. For this reason, this novel is brought up as the data source of this 
research. Then, to make the description above clear, the researcher formulated her 
way of thinking for this research into a design figure of the analytical construction 
as follows: 
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D. Analytical Construct  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret 
Written  
Spoken  Kinesic
s  
Sign 
Verbal Communication 
Language and Society  
Sociolinguistics 
 
Nonverbal Communication  
Young Adult Girls  
Style of Speech  
Summons  Co-occurrence 
Restrictions 
Message Register  Greeting-
Address 
Linguistic 
Features 
Dialect 
Sounds 
Speech 
Functions 
Reasons 
Words 
 
Phatic 
Communication  
Expressive   
Directive 
Syntax 
Control of 
Interactions 
Referential 
Metalinguistic  
Protection of 
Ego 
Poetic 
Phatic 
Figure 2. Analytical Construct  
Noun 
Pronoun 
Article 
Verb 
Adjective  
Adverb 
Preposition 
Conjunction 
Interjection 
Simple 
Complex 
Compound 
Complex-compound 
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CHAPTER III 
 
RESEARCH METHOD 
 
 
 
In this chapter, the researcher focuses on the research method. The 
researcher divides this chapter into four parts of discussion: type of the research – 
describing the approach of conducting this study; data preparation – including 
object of the research, data and source of data, research instrument, and 
techniques of data collection; data analysis – showing how the data are analyzed; 
and data trustworthiness – describing how the validity of the data findings is 
checked. 
 
A. Type of the Research 
This research employed the descriptive-qualitative method, because it 
emphasized on describing the phenomenon of the use of language in its context by 
interpreting the data. As stated by Vanderstoep and Johnston (2009: 166-167), a 
qualitative research is a research that is based on people’s interpretation of their 
own experience. Related to its purpose, the qualitative research is more about how 
to make description than prediction of the data. That is why a depth understanding 
of researcher’s point of view is the goal of this type of research.  
Hancock (2002: 2) states that a qualitative research is a type of research 
that tries to seek for the answers of several questions which start with: why? how? 
and in what way?. Thus, the researcher made a list of the features of a qualitative 
research based on Hancock’s theory. The lists are shown below. 
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1. Qualitative research is concerned on “the opinions, experiences and 
feelings” of the researcher. Thus, this research totally depended on the 
research’s interpretations. 
2. Qualitative research tries to describe social phenomena. Thus, the 
researcher did not make any manipulation on the situation that she tried to 
analyze. 
3. In this research, the researcher tried to seek for information “from specific 
groups and subgroups in the population.” 
4. In this study, the researcher used “a holistic point of view” in order to be 
able to understand the situation found in the data.  
5. The data were based on the researcher’s observation. Thus, the data 
collection was time consuming. 
6. Since this research needed an intensive analysis and it was time 
consuming, the researcher had to use small samples. 
7. Qualitative research uses an inductive approach. Thus, this research used 
inductive approach, because the researcher built abstraction, concept and 
theories from the detailed phenomena. 
  
B. Data Preparation  
The data preparation consists of three parts. The first is explaining the 
object of the research, data and source of data. The second is deciding the research 
instrument. The third is explaining the techniques of data collection. Those three 
parts are explained below: 
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1. Object of the Research, Data and Data Source 
The object of this research was the young adult girl characters’ 
speeches: Margaret, Nancy, Gretchen, and Jenny. The data were in the 
form of linguistic features such as words, phrases, clauses and sentences 
by the young adult girl characters in the novel. The researcher analyzed 
those characters’ speeches which contained style of speech taken from 
their conversations and also novel’s narration. 
The source of data itself was a literary work which is classified as 
children literature. The novel is Judy Blume’s third novel entitled Are You 
There God? It’s Me, Margaret which was published in 1978 in Great 
Britain. The story of the novel is based on the life of the author herself. In 
the novel, the author shares about her perception toward the pre-teenagers 
and teenagers’ life. Moreover, she has great ideas and she uses a simple 
way to explore the phenomena. That is why it is interesting to be studied 
further. Thus, this study analyzed the language usage, especially related to 
the style of speech, which was based on the sociolinguistic point of view.  
 
2. Research Instrument  
The main instrument of the research was the researcher herself who 
used her capacity to interpret, understand, and analyze the data. It is in line 
with Bogdan and Biklen’s statement (1982: 27), who state that a 
qualitative research involves the researcher him or herself as the key 
instrument. The above explanation is supported by Burns (1994: 295), who 
argues that the role of the researcher in the qualitative research is as an 
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instrument. Thus, the research took role as the designer, data collector, 
data analyst, data interpreter, and the reporter of the research findings.  
The secondary data of this research was in the form of data sheet 
which was used in order to make the researcher easier to analyze the data 
from the novel. The data sheet is shown in table below:  
 
Table 1. The Data Sheet of Style of Speech in Are You There God? It’s Me, 
Margaret 
 
 
 
No 
 
 
 
Code  
 
 
 
Data  
 
Ling. 
Feat.  
 
 
Speech Functions 
The Style 
Is the 
Message  
 
 
Exp.  
Reasons 
W
R 
S
Y 
E
X 
D
I 
R
E 
M
E 
P
O 
P
H 
P
C 
C
I 
P
E 
 
1 SS/M/7              
2 SS/N/9              
3 SS/J/113              
4 SS/G/34              
 
Note:              
Ling.           :   Linguistic 
Feat.            :   Features  
Exp.             :   Explanation  
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 RE         : Referential 
ME               : Metalinguistic 
PO                :   Poetic 
PH                :   Phatic 
PC         : Phatic   Communication 
CI         : Control of Interaction   
PE                : Protection of Ego 
  
3. Technique of the Data Collecting 
The data in this research were all taken from conversations and 
narrations in the form of words, phrases, clauses, and sentences which had 
the characteristics of the style of speech in Are You There God? It’s Me, 
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Margaret. Hancock (2002: 2) explains that “qualitative data are collected 
through direct encounters with individuals, through one to one interviews 
or group interviews or by observation. Data collection is time consuming.”  
Thus, the data collection technique in this research was note taking. 
In collecting the data, the data were collected from the novel, Are You 
There God? It’s Me, Margaret in the form of a written text and they were 
only from the young adult girl characters’ speeches. The procedures of the 
data collection are illustrated as follows. 
1. The researcher read and re-read the novel comprehensively in order to 
find out the valid and relevant information based on the perception, 
knowledge, theories and frame of style of speech. 
2. The researcher took notes of the young adult girl characters’ 
conversations and main character’s narrations which consist of the 
style of speech. 
3. The researcher selected and classified the valid and relevant data 
based on the forms of style of speech. 
4. The researcher transferred the data into the data sheet. 
 
C. Methods of Data Analysis 
In relation with the data and data source, in this section, the researcher 
discussed about the analysis of the data in this research. The data analysis was 
collected in the forms of linguistic features which were produced by young adult 
girl characters. All of the forms were taken from the young adult girl characters’ 
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speeches. The data analysis started as a method for analyzing the messages from 
the style of speech.  
After being analyzed, the result of the analysis was in the form of 
description. The description also supported by tables showing the frequencies of 
the occurrences of the data. The followings were the steps of data analysis of this 
research, in which the researcher:   
1. categorizing the young adult girl characters’ conversations and narrator’s 
narrations in the novel, 
2. classified the specific data based on testable research objectives to support 
the researcher’s analysis, 
3. used literature review to see what other experts have done and know about 
the subject, 
4. used the design analysis of data in the form of research method, which 
were appropriate for the data, 
5. interpreted and analyzed the data based on the classifications, i.e., 
linguistic features of style, speech functions, and the use of the style which 
can convey message, and,  
6. presented the results clearly and drew conclusions and gave suggestions. 
 
D. Data Trustworthiness 
 In this study, the researcher applied data trustworthiness. According to 
Suharso (2006: 18-19), trustworthiness of the data is checked by using four 
criterions. They are credibility, transferability, dependability, and conformability. 
The first level, credibility was used in this research. Credibility refers to the depth 
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description and the analytical abilities of the researcher. To gain the credibility, 
the researcher analyzed the data in a deep observation. It can be enhanced by 
doing triangulation processes. Thus, this research conducted triangulation. 
Triangulation is used to increase the readers’ belief and to check the validity 
analysis of the research. Related to the discussion of triangulation, Lincoln and 
Guba (1985 in Suharso 2006: `8) classifies four main types of triangulation: 
1. by source: data are collected from different source, such as books, 
journals, and articles 
2. by researcher or observer: the researcher involves more than one observer 
to analyze the data 
3. by method: several different methods are used to collect the data, such as 
interview 
4. by theories: the multiple theories are implied in analyzing and interpreting 
the data 
In this research, the researcher involved some colleagues of English 
Language and Literature. Furthermore, this research was triangulated by peer 
reviewers, Dewinta Laksmi Vikantari S.S., Andi Saputro, and Lala Isna Hasni, 
S.S. who are majoring in linguistics and literature. The peer reviewers were keen 
to check the data analysis whether the researcher was correct in making the 
categorization of the data in the data sheet or not. Moreover, two consultants were 
confirming and checking the theories employed, data source, data collected, 
method, and analysis. The two advisors are Drs. Suhaini M. Saleh, M.A. and 
Nandy Intan Kurnia, S.S., M. Hum.  
41 
 
CHAPTER IV 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
 
 
This chapter is the main part of this research. It presents the result of the 
research. As having been mentioned in the first chapter, the objectives of this 
research are: (1) the linguistic features occurred in Are You There God? It’s Me, 
Margaret, and (2) the speech functions and the use of the style which can convey 
message. While the data collection and the data analysis were carried out based on 
the method described in Chapter III, this part will show the finding for the two 
objectives of the research.  
This chapter is divided into two parts: findings and discussions. The first 
part presents the findings that the researcher got from the analysis on the speeches 
of young adult girl characters in Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret which 
contain the style of speech phenomena. The findings are in the forms of two tables 
which contain numbers as well as percentage of the analyzed phenomena. 
However, this part only shows the findings for the objectives of this research. The 
second part presents the descriptions or brief explanations on how to read such 
findings. In this part, the researcher discusses the findings more deeply by 
presenting some examples for each of the data found as well as highlighting the 
important parts of the presented examples. 
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A. Findings 
From the analysis, the researcher found that the way the young adult girl 
characters produce their speeches as what is portrayed by the novel is mostly in 
line with the theories on style of speech. This means that the young adult girl 
characters can show the phenomena of style of speech.  
There are two tables that present the data findings. The first table shows 
the findings for the phenomena of the linguistic features—words and syntax—
occurred in the novel Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret. Linguistic features 
data found in this research are calculated below. After having peer discussion, the 
researcher finally got the fixed data as shown in the table below. 
Table 2. The Data Findings of the Linguistic Features Experienced by the 
Young Adult Girl Characters Occurred in the Novel Are You There 
God? It’s Me, Margaret 
  
No. Linguistic Features Frequency Percentage Total 
1 Sounds - 0 0% 0 
2 Words 
 
 
Noun 
Pronoun 
Article 
Verb 
Adjective  
Adverb 
Preposition 
Conjunction 
Interjection 
5 
0 
0 
3 
3 
3 
0 
1 
1 
9.6% 
0% 
0% 
5.7% 
5.7% 
5.7% 
0% 
2% 
2% 
16 
3 
 
Syntax 
 
Simple sentence 
Complex sentence 
Compound sentence 
Complex-compound 
sentence 
27 
7 
1 
1 
52% 
13.4% 
2% 
2% 
36 
Total 52 100% 52 
 
 Form the data finding above, there are 52 occurrences of linguistic 
features. The second table clearly shows that there is different percentage among 
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the three kinds of style of speech, where the young adult girl characters only 
experiences the two of them. Those are words and syntax. 
 In the first column, it shows the percentages of the occurrences of words. 
Following syntax, as the second most-frequent appearing phenomenon, is words. 
The first most-frequent appearing phenomenon in words for its classes is noun. It 
occurs nine times from the total 52 occurrences. In the other words, out of the 
total 100%, its percentage is 9.6%. Following noun as the second most-frequent 
appearing phenomenon, there are verb, adjective and adverb. However, its 
occurrence is not quite different from the noun. Moreover, those word classes 
have the same appearing. It is three times with the percentage of 5.7%. After that, 
in the third appearing phenomenon, there are conjunction and interjection. The 
results of these third frequent word classes are the same. It occurs only one time 
with the percentage of 2% out of the total 100%. Meanwhile, the other word 
classes such as pronoun, article and preposition do not occur in the data. 
  The second column shows the percentage of the occurrences of syntax. In 
fact, its occurrence is quite different from words. It appears 36 times from the 
total numbers of data. Thus, the first most-frequent appearing phenomenon of 
linguistic features is syntax. For detail total from syntax, it can be seen through 
sentence constructions. The highest occurrence rate goes to the phenomenon of 
simple sentence, which the percentage is 52%. It points out that the young adult 
girl characters are commonly making clear statements in simple way. 
  The second higher rank goes to complex sentence, which its percentage is 
13.4% since it appears seven times out of the total 52 data. These second finding 
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of syntax shows that the second higher sentence construction which can be made 
by the young adult girl characters is complex sentence. In addition, the lower data 
occurrences are compound and complex-compound sentence. It is proofed by the 
young adult girl characters who are described as children who have low capacities 
in making complicated statements. Both compound and complex-compound 
sentence have the same percentages of the occurrences, which are only 2%, 
because it only appears one time. Meanwhile, sounds, as the first kinds of 
linguistic features, cannot be found because the object of this research is novel, a 
written text, which has no sounds at all.  
 Syntax gets a greater occurrence because the requisite of its occurrence can 
give a detail and clear meaning in each style of speech than the other. The 
manifestation of this phenomenon happens when there is a deeper meaning that is 
given by the characters who need to connect their idea to the other characters or 
even to the readers. In fact, syntax may give more stylistic variations and quite the 
opposite stylistic message rather than lexical variations or words from what the 
young adult girl characters say, because the choice of syntax in term of sentence 
constructions purposes for giving a different way of communication. On the other 
hand, words get smaller occurrence because a lot of messages of the speeches are 
presented in complete sentences. Since words are difficult to be produced all 
alone with its sentences by the young adult girl characters, they usually produce 
their speeches by using simple sentence. 
 Finally, the next table below shows the findings for the speech functions 
and the use of the style which can convey message employed by young adult girl 
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characters in Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret. This table gives a more 
detailed explanation about the reason of the occurrence of linguistic features and 
why the young adult girl characters produce their speech in certain ways.   
 Basically, the next table has both difference and similarity with the 
previous table. The difference from those tables is that Table 2 presents the forms 
of the speech in its occurrences which is presented in two kinds of linguistic 
features: words and syntax, while Table 3 presents the speech functions and the 
use of the style which can convey message from the speeches. Meanwhile, the 
similarity of those tables is that the findings in data Table 3 shows that the young 
adult girl characters are not experienced all kinds of the use of the style. 
Furthermore, the use of the style which can transfer message indicates the status 
and mood of the young adult girl characters. In fact, the style of speech has its 
own functions: expressive (EX), directive (DI), referential (RE), metalinguistic 
(ME), poetic (PO) and phatic (PH). Meanwhile, in terms of the use of the style, it 
has three parts: phatic communication (PC), control of interactions (CI), and 
protection of ego (PE). Moreover, the occurrence percentages are never the same 
from one to another. Below is the detail.  
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Table 3. The Data Findings of the Speech Functions and the Use of the Style 
Which Can Convey Message Experienced by the Young Adult Girls 
in the Novel Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret  
 
No. 
The Speech Functions and the Style Is the 
Message  
Frequency Percentage 
1 Speech 
Functions 
 
 
Expressive          (EX) 
Directive             (DI) 
Referential          (RE) 
Metalinguistic     (ME) 
Poetic                  (PO) 
Phatic                  (PH) 
30 
9 
23 
4 
0 
4 
27.3% 
8.2% 
21.0% 
3.6% 
0% 
3.6% 
2 
 
Reasons 
 
Phatic Communication    (PH) 
Control of interactions    (CI) 
Protection of Ego            (PE) 
3 
17 
2 
2.7% 
15.5% 
18.2% 
Total 110 100% 
   
 From all of the analyzed speeches, there are 110 data found related to the 
speech functions and the use of the style which can convey message. The 
percentages in all kinds of the speech functions and the use of the style which can 
convey message are not too different from one another. In the first column of the 
speech functions, there is one kind of speech functions that do not exist in the 
young adult girl characters’ speeches. It is poetic. It happens since the characters 
are still young and they have a limited vocabulary mastery to produce poetic 
speech, which the functions are to create some deeper meanings (such as by 
producing some figurative language). In the other words, the highest occurrence 
rate goes to the phenomenon of expressive, which the percentage is 27.3%. It 
points out that the emotions, which are produced by the young adult characters, 
are shown to tell how sensitive their feelings are.  
The following highest rank goes to referential, which its percentage is 
21.0% since it occurs 23 times out of the total 110 data. These data indicate that 
the young adult girl characters’ speeches function to show their honesty. Yet, for 
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the adults, young adult girl characters’ honesty is related to something funny. On 
the other hand, for the children themselves, the honesty is a serious thing that they 
always have to keep. In addition, the lower data occurrences are metalinguistic 
and phatic. It is proofed by the young adult girl characters who are described as 
children who have individual characteristics and categorize not as smart as 
children who can explain anything in detail. Both metalinguistic and phatic have 
the same percentages of the occurrences, which are 3.6%. 
  The second column shows the percentages of the occurrences of the use of 
the style which can convey message. There are three reasons related to the use of 
the style which can convey message:  phatic communication (PH), control of 
interactions (CI) and protection of ego (PE). Phatic communication appears only 
three times, because Margaret as the main character meets only a few strangers 
especially holy people in several religious places. She does not really respect in 
what those people say, because she thinks that they are being nice to her in 
purpose. Margaret, also, does not like having a closer conversation with them. 
Therefore, she always cuts the conversation as soon as she can. Meanwhile, the 
second and third reasons have not had quite different percentages in the 
occurrences. It happens since the control of interactions and protection of ego are 
related to the feeling and the emotion that the young adult characters have. 
   The first most-frequent appearing phenomenon is protection of ego. It 
occurs 20 times from the total 110 occurrences. In the other words, out of the total 
100%, its percentage is 18.2%. Following protection of ego, as the second most-
frequent appearing phenomenon, there is control of interactions. However, its 
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occurrence is not quite different from the protection of ego. It appears 17 times 
with the percentage of 15.5%. After that, in the third reason, there is phatic 
communication. The result of this third frequent reason is quite different from the 
first and the second one. It occurs three times with the percentage of 2.7% out of 
the total 100%.  
 
B. Discussion 
 Unlike the previous section, this section explains the findings based on 
two problem formulations in Chapter I. The explanation contains deeper and 
richer information than in the findings section. Besides, it presents three sample 
data for each of the phenomenon from the findings to support the in-depth 
explanation in order to assist the readers in understanding the research deeply. 
 
1. The Phenomena of the Linguistic Features Experienced by the Young 
Adult Girl Characters Occurred in the Novel Are You There God? It’s 
Me, Margaret 
 The finding of the analysis of all the speeches which are produced by 
the young adult girl characters in Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret 
shows that out of three kinds of linguistic features, there are only two kinds of 
features produced by the young adult girl characters, i.e. words (WR) and 
syntax (SY), although the percentage is not the same from one kind to the 
other. In fact, words is the highest rank for the category of the most-frequent 
appearing phenomenon. Then the second rank is followed by syntax. On the 
other hand, sounds does not appear, because it can only appear in utterances, 
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and not in a written text. The explanations as well as examples for each of the 
phenomenon are presented as follows. 
 
a. Words 
 It is clearly shown in Table 2 that the phenomenon of words, as a 
type of linguistic features, not oftenly appears in the data finding 
compared to the other types. Among the 52 total of the data of occurrence, 
it appears as often as half more out of the total: 16 times. It appears not 
more than 50% from the total number. This finding should actually not be 
surprising remembering the theories on these kinds of linguistic features. 
The young adult girl characters are not easy producing words rather than 
syntax because words are hard to stand alone without its sentence. 
When words occur in a speech, a speaker (or more – either young 
or adult speaker –) needs to give a deeper meaning rather than just 
producing words without giving any stress meaning and purpose. One 
example of words in linguistic features is presented in the following 
datum. 
Mrs. Wheeler laughed. ‘Oh you mean pictures! I thought you mean 
walls! Tell your mother we’re making arrange hers … especially 
Sunday school. That’s always the biggest problem.’ ‘I don’t go to 
Sunday school.’ ‘You don’t?’ ‘No.’ „Lucky!‟ Nancy shouted. 
‘Nancy, please!’ Mrs. Wheeler said. 
 
            Datum 9 - SS/N/14 
 
In the first datum example of words above, Nancy uses word: lucky 
for a special purpose, which tells what she fells. It happens when Nancy 
and her mother talk with Margaret for the first time about Sunday school. 
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Sunday school is not a daily school, but it is a school in Sunday which is 
related to religion’s activities. Many children feel bored when they have to 
attend the Sunday school including Nancy, because the ritual activities that 
they have to do in Sunday school sometimes are not fun at all for them. 
That is why Nancy feels surprised and little bit jealous to Margaret after 
knowing that Margaret does not have to go to Sunday school. Nancy feels 
that she is unlucky because she has to go and attend the Sunday school. 
Thus, the unlucky feeling of Nancy indicates that she does not like to go to 
Sunday school.  
The categorization of the word lucky in word class is adverb. The 
word: lucky that is produced by Nancy is not simple as what it is said, 
because it describes a phenomenon of children’s feeling when they have to 
do religious ritual. Yet, for adults who might have a wider knowledge of 
this religious ritual, they may feel happy and even can find it peaceful 
when they do the religious ritual. This case does not really happen in the 
children’s feelings, because it is totally boring to do something when they 
do not know anything about it. In a society, for example, adults can easily 
say that children are not allowed to say inappropriate or bad words about 
religion. This phenomenon can be seen from Mrs. Wheeler’s respond 
when her daughter, Nancy says the word lucky to Margaret. Nancy’s 
mother never realizes her daughter’s feeling related to the idea of 
attending the Sunday school. She just thinks that her daughter has not 
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behaved well by saying Nancy, please! She does not realize that the word 
lucky describes the honesty of children’s feeling.  
In addition, another example phenomenon that also deals with 
words is experienced by Margaret in her narration. This phenomenon is 
shown in the following datum. 
Mrs Fishbein marched back up the stairs. We couldn’t hold back 
our giggles. It was all so funny. Hanky-panky and abominable! 
 
         Datum 34 - SS/M/76 
 
 In the Norman’s party, Nancy and Freddy keep on mocking to each 
other until Freddy rips Nancy’s dress. Actually, Freddy does not mean to 
do it, but there he is. Finally, that chaotic situation is known by Mrs 
Fishbein, Norman’s mother, who reprimands Freddy for his behavior. 
Norman’s mother goes down stairs to look what just really happens, and 
then she says that Freddy’s behavior is abominable. Seeing this accident, 
all kids are laughing except Margaret. For her, this situation is not funny at 
all. She thinks that it is only a sarcastic situation. 
The classification of the words hanky-panky and abominable is 
adjective phrase. Those words are actually produced by Mrs. Fishbein, but 
it is repeated by Margaret in her narration. Margaret says that the moment 
is funny, but she does not laugh just like all of the kids who laugh at what 
Norman’s mother says. Margaret considers the laugh of her friends as the 
act of sarcasm, since all of people in the room hear the cruel and impolite 
words ever. Margaret thinks that Mrs. Fishbein can choose another words 
rather than to say hanky-panky and abominable words in front of the 
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children. Furthermore, a deeper meaning behind these words, which are 
produced and repeated by Margaret, are to describe a neglected mother. 
Therefore, this datum is one of the evidences that words in style of 
speech’s case sometimes happens too often. 
The last example for words phenomena can be seen in the 
following datum. This speech is experienced by Janie.  
‘Buy it for what?’ Janie asked. ‘Just in case,’ I told her. ‘You 
mean to keep at home?’ ‘Sure. Why not?’ ‘I don’t know. My 
mother might not like it,’ Janie said. ‘So don’t tell her.’ ‘But 
what if she sees it?’ ‘It’ll be in a bag. You can say it’s school 
supplies,’ I said. ‘Do you have enough money?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Okay. 
Now, what kind should we buy?’ I asked. ‘How about Teenage 
Softies? Janie said. ‘That’s the kind Gretchen uses.’ ‘Okay.’ I 
took a box of Teenage Softies off the shelf. 
 
           Datum 9 - SS/J/113 
  
 The last example shows the innocence of a young adult girl. The 
classification of the words Teenage Softies is noun phrase. A lady stuff: 
Teenage Softies is one and the only thing that Margaret and Janie buy 
when they are hanging out together. Teenage Softies that they buy point 
out to young adult girls’ private thing. Moreover, those two young adult 
girl characters are hoping so much that their first period will come soon. 
That is why they buy it. They buy it secretly, because actually they feel 
embarrassed to do it. Basically, Janie and Margaret are afraid for not being 
normal, so they buy the teenage softies just in case to prepare if they get 
their first period, they are ready to face it. 
 The moment, when Margaret and Janie buy the teenage softies, 
clearly describes a true feeling of embarrassment. Based on the story, 
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Janie feels embarrassed suddenly when she sees a boy in the same place 
when they buy the lady’s stuff. This phenomenon may happen to every 
single young adult girl during their very first time for buying teenage 
softies. Thus, buying teenage softies is not an easy thing to do for young 
adult girls, because they have to fight their own feeling. That is why, in the 
same time, their innocence appears since they are inexperienced.    
 
b. Syntax 
The phenomenon of syntax in linguistic features that is experienced 
by the young adult girl characters in their speeches in Are You There God? 
It’s Me, Margaret appears in 36 out of 52 times of occurrences. In fact, 
syntax is the easiest style of speech in linguistic features, because it can 
appear in all kinds of sentences. For the young adult girls, syntax is not 
hardly produced in appropriate sentences, because syntax in this research 
analysis, which is based on Chaika’s theory is not fully about grammatical 
constructions. However, related to the sentence, the researcher took 
another theory to make this researcher not too rough. It is about sentence 
constructions, because it is related to the choice of sentence variation 
which functions to give a different social meaning.  
  As the second and the last appearing linguistic feature in the 
novel, the function of phenomenon of syntax in the young adult girl 
characters’ speeches is to show the interrelations between phrases and 
clauses. How words are combined and linked together in various ways is 
the style which can express certain messages.   
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In the case of the young adult girl characters’ speeches, which are 
portrayed in the novel, when they experience the linguistic feature of 
syntax, they often seem difficult to connect one sentence with the other. 
One example of the syntax phenomenon is shown in the data below. 
Once I saw a model having her picture taken by the fountain. It 
was freezing cold and she was wearing a summer dress. That’s 
when I decided not to be a model. Even if I did get beautiful 
some day. 
 
    Datum 20 - SS/M/50 
 
I wore sweaters every day since I had so many of them. All made 
expressly for me by Grandma. Even if I stuffed my bra with 
socks I still wouldn‟t look like Laura Danker. I wondered if it 
was true that she went behind the A&P with Evan and Moose. 
Why would she do a stupid thing like that?  
 
     Datum 22 - SS/M/56 
 
The first speech of the data above contains a phenomenon of syntax 
which happens when Margaret sees a model, who wears a summer dress in 
a freezing cool weather. What she says even and if in series of speech in 
the last sentence makes the sentence ungrammatical, because those 
sentences are not finish yet. The speech: Even if I did get beautiful some 
day. is only subclass and it cannot be ended with a fulstop yet, because 
this has to add with at least one main clause in order to make the speech as 
correct sentence as well as correct statement. Moreover, grammatically, 
the second speech datum: Even if I stuffed my bra with socks I still 
wouldn‟t look like Laura Danker. must put a coma to separate the two 
clauses, because the speech consists of two clauses: a dependent and an 
independent clause.  
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Yet, it is deliberately produced by the Judy Blume, the author of 
the novel, to indicate that Margaret is a young adult girl who tries to tell 
what she really has in her mind. Thus, from Margaret’s speech above, it 
can be concluded that this novel is categorized as a realistic novel, because 
this kind of speech is usually happened in a real life.   
Margaret mentions double conjunctions, even and if, because she 
needs to stress a message that she is very serious with her decision. 
Moreover, Margaret thinks it is hard to believe that for the sake of 
professionalism a model has to take a picture in all kinds of situations. 
Thus, this is the moment when she declares that she does not want to be a 
model, because she does not want to do the same thing as the model does. 
The next example of the second speech datum is still about the 
same double conjunctions that Margaret says. This datum is related to 
Margaret’s sweater. Everytime her grandmother gives her a new sweater, 
she will always find a note which says made expressly. Her grandma 
wants to show that she makes it only for her granddaughter, whom she 
loves very much. Yet, Margaret does not really like to wear it. The use of 
the same conjunctions, even and if in this datum is related to Nancy’s 
statement that Margaret has a flat body if she compares herself to Laura 
Danker who is the biggest and sexiest student in their class. Thus, from 
those two data, the speeches which are produced by Margaret indicate that 
she always sure for what she says. 
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The third example can be seen in the below datum. 
Grandma sent me a hundred-dollar savings bond as she does every 
year – plus three new sweaters with MADE EXPRESSLY FOR 
YOU … BY GRANDMA labels in them, a new bathing suit and an 
airline tickets to Florida! Round trip, leaving from Newark Airport 
at noon on April fourth. Was I excited!  
 
    Datum 45 - SS/M/93 
 
This speech happens in Margaret’s birthday and she gets gifts from 
her grandmother. She gets a hundred dollars, bathing suit, three new 
sweaters with a note: MADE EXPRESSLY FOR YOU and an airline ticket 
to Florida. The airline ticket to Florida is unprintable gifts, because she 
regularly gets the same gifts: hundred dollars, bathing sweet, new sweaters 
with note down: MADE EXPRESSLY FOR YOU, every year of her 
birthday. Margaret feels not really happy for the gifts, except the ticket to 
fly to Florida, so she does not know what to say and cannot describe how 
pretty happy she is.  
Moreover, from the speech above, it can be said that Margaret 
wants to say a mountain of thanks towards her grandmother directly for 
the ticket, but she cannot do it since her grandmother is in Florida. Yet, 
she simply produce a special statement that moment: Was I excited!. 
Grammatically, this statement should be followed by a question mark, and 
not with an exclamation, since the construction of the speech is in the form 
of interrogative. However, it ends with an exclamation and the punctuation 
indicates Margaret’s happiness. Furthermore, this speech categorizes as a 
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simple sentence. Moreover, for the readers, this speech gives a special 
impression to feel Margaret’s feeling.  
 Another example of syntax is shown in the following datum: 
So I ate, breathed and slept Belgium for three weeks. Philip 
Leroy was a lousy worker. 
 
        Datum 50 - SS/M/96 
 
Margaret and her three friends, Norman, Philip, and Laura have to 
work together in a team work for finishing their Belgium project from their 
teacher within three weeks. Margaret feels like she spends her entire time 
to finish this project, so she changes her daily activities with the project in 
her speech. Based on the datum, it is clear that she does not like Philip, one 
of the group’s members, because he is the most laziest member of the 
group. There is a situation which makes her so sure for what she thinks 
about Philip. It is when he busy drawing funny faces in his notebook, 
instead of looking up for things in the references like what the others do. 
Similar to the two previous examples in datum 20 and 22, the 
above datum is also an example of syntax in linguistic feature of style. 
Margaret’s speech occurs in the beginning of the second paragraph in part 
nineteen of the novel. The speech produces in the first sentence, which is 
not in the form of a sentence, because it is only a clause. The word so in 
the speech is to show the conclusion of Margaret’s feeling from what 
happens within the four members of the group. Since she starts to tell her 
emotion in the beginning of the paragraph in her speech, therefore, it 
indicates that Margaret is an egoist young adult girl.    
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Grammatically, this speech is only a subordinate clause because it 
only has one clause. However, the sentence construction that actually what 
Margaret wants to make is a compound sentence, because the speech has 
three equal-transitive verbs: ate, breathed and slept.  
 
2. The Phenomena of Speech Functions and the Use of the Style Which 
Can Convey Message Experienced by the Young Adult Girl 
Characters Occurred in the Novel Are You There God? It’s Me, 
Margaret 
Young adult girls who produce their speeches that involve the speech 
functions and the use of the style which can convey message phenomena 
cannot be easily observed in a real social life. These conditions also happen in 
the case of the young adult girl characters’ speeches in the Blume’s novel Are 
You There God? It’s Me, Margaret. In some situations, hearers cannot 
definitely get the same meaning with what the speakers mean, since 
implicative meanings are usually used by the speakers. Therefore, speakers 
have to specify their speeches and to produce clear messages in order to make 
the hearers easily to grap the meaning.  
Furthermore, the existence of speech functions is purposely to get to 
know the attention of the speakers. For example, when the young adult girl 
characters cannot find an appropriate expression or vocabulary item for 
expressing what they really feel and think about, they will produce 
implicative meaning. Meanwhile, related to the discussion of the use of the 
style which can convey message can fully explain such phenomenon as seen 
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in the data. The important point of this phenomenon is that the speakers can 
make sure that the listeners understand and accept the message by not telling 
the real meaning. Finally, the explanations as well as the examples for each 
phenomenon are presented as follows: 
 
a. Speech Functions  
In the first part of this research analysis, each style of speech, 
which is produced by the young adult girl characters, has its own function. 
In this part, Holmes’s theory of speech function is used. In fact, there are a 
lot of speech functions, but based on Holmes’ theory there are only six 
speech functions in which can be classified into two different parts, main 
function and additional function. Yet, this research will not discuss the 
speech functions based on the classification, but from the young adult girl 
characters’ speeches only. 
The functions of each speech are to categorize and classify the 
young adult girl characters’ speeches. It functions to give certain effects 
toward the readers who read the novel. Moreover, the variety of the style 
of speech functions that may be used by the young adult girl characters can 
be expressed into six categories: expressive (EX), directive (DI), 
referential (RE), metalinguistic (ME), poetic (PO) and phatic (PH) speech 
function as follows.  
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1) Expressive  
The most often appearing phenomenon of speech functions in 
which it is experienced by the young adult girl characters belongs to 
the category of expressive. There are 30 out of 110 occurrences. It 
means that its percentage is 27.3%. First, it is not surprising since this 
function exists to express speakers’ feelings like what it is mentioned 
in Holmes’s theory. This relates to the fact that the theory is 
formulated based on a research in real social phenomena. Therefore, it 
is not surprising that the category of expressive as the first function of 
speech, is in the highest rank of the most-frequent category occurred. 
Based on the data finding, the three example occurrences of 
expressive in the speech functions can be seen in the following datum.  
Are you there, God? It’s me, Margaret. We’re moving today. 
I’m so scared, God. I’ve never lived anywhere but here. 
Supposed I hate my new school? Suppose everybody there 
hates me? Please help me, God. Don’t let New Jersey be too 
horrible. Thank you.  
  
                                                                    Datum 1 - SS/M/7 
 
In the datum example above, the main character, Margaret, 
starts her speech by asking her own feeling which is related to the 
feeling of moving in a new town, New Jersey. Margaret has a private 
spiritual habit that she always does when she experiences, feels, or 
thinks something seriously, she often talks to God, when she is alone 
in her bedroom. Margaret’s speech above tries to tell what kind of 
feeling is she going to have after she and her parents move in the 
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town. Actually, Margaret does not want to move, but she can do 
nothing to stop it. She already feels comfortable with her first place, 
New York, but now she has to be able to adapt with the new one. 
Feeling afraid and scared of a new situation are usually felt by 
children when they have to be in a new environment, so basically they 
hate moving. Yet, Margaret can control all of things including her 
egos in the first day of moving in. 
Therefore, the above speech classifies as expressive speech 
function. The speech also can be said as a serious style since it tells 
the mood of the speaker. Moreover, there are no other characters in 
the story that talk to God like what Margaret does. Making a 
conversation to God is an uncommon habit that is used by adolescent 
and it makes Margaret’s speech even more special than the other 
characters’ style of speech.  
Based on the data finding, another sophisticated example of 
speech functions especially in the expressive function is shown in the 
below datum. 
Are you there, God? It’s me, Margaret. I just came home 
from church. I loved the choir – the songs were beautiful. 
Still, I didn’t really feel you, God. I’m more confused than 
ever. I’m trying hard to understand but I wish you’d help me 
a little. If only you could give me a hint, God. Which religion 
should I be? Sometimes I wish I’d been born one way or the 
other.      
 
    Datum 37 - SS/M/81 
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This speech occurs when Margaret is home after she went to 
church. She goes to the church for one reason, finding God. Yet, she 
gets nothing and feels confuse neither she finds God nor feels God in 
the church. She feels nothing, except she enjoys the choir. She really 
wants to have a religion like everyone else. A religion, which she 
expects to have, is the one which makes her can find the same God 
like when she is alone in her room. Yet, this expectation cannot be 
found by her even when she already goes to the church. 
However this speech, unlike the previous example of 
expressive function, shows Margaret’s feeling in what she already 
experienced. Thus, Margaret’s feeling that she expresses through her 
speech, especially when she talks to God becomes intentionally true 
feeling.  
The last example of expressive function is experienced by 
Janie, Margaret’s friend. It is in the following datum.  
We walked to the check-out counter with our stuff and 
walked away just as fast when we saw that there was a boy 
behind the cash register. ‘I can’t go through with it,’ Janie 
whispered. She put her boxes back on the shelf. ‘I’m scared. 
‘Don’t be a dope. What so to be …’ I was interrupted by a 
saleslady in blue doctor’s coat. 
 
         Datum 66 - SS/J/113 
 
In the above speech, the expressive function which is 
experienced by Janie happens when she and Margaret hang out in the 
city. Then, they plan to buy Teenage Softies, but when they want to 
pay it, Janie unintentionally sees a boy in the behind of the cash 
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register. Suddenly, she cannot move with the stuff because she totally 
feels embarrassed. She tells Margaret about her feeling and Margaret 
helps her to face the situation. Actually, at that moment, Margaret also 
feels the same way with Janie, but she can hide it perfectly. Lucky 
them, there is a saleslady who helps them to get and pay the teenage 
softies. From this datum, it is clear that Margaret and Janie are little 
young adult girls who try to be adult girls by buying some adult’s 
stuff, and their action can be seen as an illustration of a real social life. 
Janie’s speech above, which tells that she is afraid, in fact is 
really related to the feeling of scared. It is just a shameful felling since 
they do not know what to do when they have to face such moment. It 
happens because they never do something like that. This situation 
would not happen to other children if they are already told by their 
parents about how to anticipate this kind of feeling when they have to 
experience the same situation.       
 
2) Directive 
Directive is the second kind of speech functions. The 
occurrence in the young adult girl characters’ speeches portrayed in 
the novel is not as often as the first one. It only appears nine times 
from the whole speeches, and it makes the percentage only 8.2%. The 
speeches which belong to this phenomenon are happened only when 
the young adult girl characters command someone to do something. 
Thus, this feat makes this type of speech function does not occur too 
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often since the relation among the young adult girl characters is only 
friends. As friends, they cannot command one to another, firstly 
because they do not leave together in the same place which make them 
cannot meet too often and make contact intensively. Secondly, each of 
the young adult girl characters has a habit of doing something 
individually, so they can do it independently.    
Based on the data finding, the occurrences of such 
phenomenon can be seen from the datum below. 
‘Didn’t you ever see a copy of Playboy?’ ‘Where would I see 
it?’ Janie asked. ‘My father gets it,’ I said. ‘Do you have it 
around?’ Nancy asked. ‘Sure.’ „Well, get it!‟ Nancy told me. 
‘Now?’ I asked. ‘Of course.’ ‘Well. I don’t know,’ I said. 
‘Listen, Margaret – Gretchen went to all the trouble of 
sneaking out her father’s medical book. The least you could 
do is show us Playboy.’ 
 
                                                                              Datum 28 - SS/N/63-64 
 
The speech above can easily be indentified to whom the 
speech belongs to. It belongs to Nancy’s style because she always acts 
as if she is the leader of the group. Therefore, she can easily command 
the member of the PTSs group. She always does what she wants to do 
whatever the risk takes. 
The speech that is produced by Nancy happens when 
Margaret tells the group that her father has a Playboy magazine. 
Everybody is shocked except Nancy. Nancy, with her obsession and 
ego to watch the magazine, commands Margaret to get it for them, 
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which is actually for her. She has a big curiosity in sex and sex 
education.  
Another example of directive function is shown in the 
following datum.  
‘Oh listen, Margaret,’ Nancy said. „On the first day of 
school wear loafers, but no socks.‟ ‘How come?’ 
‘Otherwise you’ll look like a baby.’ ‘Oh.’ ‘Besides, I want 
you to join my secret club and if you’re wearing socks the 
other kids might not want you’. 
  
                                                                                  Datum 9 - SS/N/16 
 
Nancy says the above speech when she tells Margaret for not 
to wear shocks and just wears loafers. This is the first time that Nancy 
attempts to force Margaret to do her rule in Margaret’s first day in her 
new school. Nancy also wants Margaret to join her secret club which 
has not got any name yet, but it has three members already (they are 
Nancy, Janie and Gretchen). Moreover, Nancy’s rule for wearing 
loafers without socks is because she thinks that they will not look like 
a baby if they do not use shocks. Then, Margaret obeys Nancy’s order.  
Thus, similar to the first example of directive speech in the 
second example, Nancy still controls the other members of the club. 
Furthermore, most of the directive speech in the data finding is 
experienced by Nancy. It indicates that Nancy is the one who has 
power to control and rule her friends. It happens because Nancy is the 
pioneer of the secret club.   
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The other example of the directive speech in speech function 
based on the data finding can be seen in the following datum.  
‘Thank you, Margaret Ann,’ my grandmother said. She had a 
funny way of scrunching up her mouth. ‘You don‟t have to 
call me Margaret Ann,‟ I said. „Nobody does. Just 
Margaret is fine.‟ 
 
    Datum 60 - SS/M/108 
 
This speech happens when Margaret’s grandparents visit her 
new home. As a host, she tries to serve them the best she can. In the 
night, when her grandmother says thanks and calls her by her 
complete name (Margaret Ann), she refuses it. It sounds strange for 
her, because nobody calls her with that name. Thus, she asks her 
grandmother for not to call her that way.   
This last example of directive speech is different from the 
two previous data presented. It is done by Margaret who commands 
her grandmother for doing a simple thing: to call her Margaret only.  
 
3) Referential 
Referential is in the second rank of the most-frequent data 
finding in the young adult girl characters’ speeches. Its percentage is 
21% out of 100%. This means that among the 110 occurrences, it 
happens as often as 23 times. Referential function is a speech which 
provides information or in the other words, proportional meaning. One 
research datum that portrays an occurrence of this function is as 
follows. 
67 
 
Mr. Benedict just said, ‘I’m sure you have a perfectly good 
reason for hating religious holidays.’  I knew he was waiting 
for me to say something. He wasn’t going to just forget about 
it. So I decided to get it over with in a hurry. ‘None of those 
holidays are special to me. I don’t belong to any religion,’ I 
said. Mr. Benedict seemed pleased. Like he had uncovered 
some deep, dark mystery. ‘I see. And your parents?’ ‘They 
aren’t any religion. I’m supposed to choose my own when I 
grow up.  If I want to, that is.’        
    Datum 17 - SS/M/37-38 
 
It is not only Margaret’s secret group PTSs’ members who 
feel confuse of Margaret’s decision of not to belong to any religion, 
but also Mr. Benedict, their new teacher. When Mr. Benedict asks the 
class to write something about what they like and dislike, it is the first 
time for Margaret of being honest with his teacher. Margaret writes on 
her note that she hates religious holidays. Then, in the next meeting, 
Mr. Benedict asks her directly why she hates religious holidays. At 
first Margaret does not want to answer his question, but then she tells 
the reason why she hates it. It is because she does not belong to any 
religion. When Mr. Benedict wants to know more about her reason, 
she only says that she will choose one of those religions when she 
already grows up, but her speech has not end yet because she will 
choose a religion when she is ready and want to choose it. It means no 
one can force her to do the thing which she do not want to do. 
‘None of those holidays are special to me’, this speech 
belongs to referential function because it has proportional meaning. 
The reason why Margaret hates religious holiday is actually because 
she does not celebrate it. Therefore, she cannot feel it. Margaret 
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chooses that kind of speech rather than to tell the truth about what she 
really thinks and feels related to religion.  
Another example of referential function is experienced by the 
young adult girl is shown in the below datum.   
‘You told me a week! My mother said. ‘You said you were 
coming for a week!’ ‘We did say that,’ my grandfather told 
her. ‘But we’ve decided to spend the rest of the week in New 
York, at a hotel.’ ‘I see,’ my mother said. My father hid 
behind his newspaper but I saw the big smile. All I could 
think of was that they ruined my trip to Florida and now 
they weren‟t even staying. It’s wasn’t fair! It was really a 
cheat! 
 
                                                                   Datum 67 - SS/M/114-115 
 
The above speech is said by Margaret in her narration for 
telling about what happens in her house. It is the part when the parents 
of her mother are coming to see her in her new place. Actually none of 
her family likes her mother’s parents, because they disowned 
Margaret’s mother when she decided to get married with her husband. 
It happens because Margaret’s parents have different religions. Her 
mother is a Christian, while her father is Jewish. After few days 
staying at Margaret’s home, they plan to move out to the hotel in New 
York. Margaret’s father is very happy knowing that plan, but her 
mother is not.  
Meanwhile, start form first time Margaret is unhappy when 
they came to see her at the first stay, because they ruin her plan to fly 
to Florida to visit her father’s mother. She thinks that it is unfair for 
her since her grandparents decide to move to the hotel, while she has 
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been made a martyr of their coming. In this datum, the speech is in a 
long sentence, in the form of a complex compound sentence, which 
indicates Margaret complains about the situation.  
The last best example of referential function from data 
finding is presented in the following datum.  
‘Eighteen! That’s only six more years,’ Nancy squealed. „But 
look at the size of her. They‟re huge!‟ Janie said. ‘Do you 
suppose we’ll look like that at eighteen?’ Gretchen asked.’ If 
you ask me, I think there’s something wrong with her,’ I said. 
‘She looks out of proportion!’ ‘Do you suppose that’s Laura 
Danker looks like?’ Janie asked. „No. Not yet,‟ Nancy said. 
„But she might at eighteen!‟ 
 
      Datum 29 - SS/N/64 
  
The above speech happens when the PTSs’ members discuss 
about Laura’s body compare to the girls in Playboy magazine. In the 
group, Nancy is the most ambitious young adult girl who wants to 
know everything related to sex. They look into the Playboy magazine 
that they steal from Margaret’s father. Nancy wants to be like the girl 
in the magazine who has a great sexy body and bust. When the four 
girls discuss about the sexy lady, they always compare and contrast 
her with Laura Danker (their classmate), because actually they want to 
look like Laura. Nancy’s influence can change other girls’ way of 
thinking about something or somebody else, including sex. 
The two statements ―‘But look at the size of her. They’re 
huge!’ and ‘No. Not yet,’ Nancy said. ‘But she might at eighteen!’ 
shows Nancy’s jealousy. Moreover, each of those speeches is using 
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the same style of speech, where one speech forms into two sentences. 
It indicates that the first sentence in each speech has not done yet, 
therefore, it needs additional information to make the speech 
proportional.  
 
4) Metalinguistic  
After referential function, metalinguistic function comes as 
the fourth rank by occurring four (out of 110) times only. In this way, 
its percentage is 8.2%. This result is totally different from the first and 
the third function which has higher rank of occurrences. Furthermore, 
it is also the lowest rank from the data finding compared to the others. 
In fact, what is meant by this function is simply when the young adult 
girl characters give a comment on their own speeches. One of the 
examples can be seen in the datum below. 
‘I practice a lot though,’ Nancy said. ‘Practise what?’ I asked. 
„Kissing! „Isn‟t that what we were talking about? 
Kissing!‟ ‘How you can practise that?’ I asked. ‘Watch this.’ 
Nancy grabbed her pillow and embraced it. She gave it a long 
kiss. When she was done she threw the pillow back on the 
bed. ‘It’s important to experience, so when the time comes 
you’re all ready. I’m going to be a great kisser some day. 
Want to something else?’ I just stood there with my mouth 
half open. 
     Datum 6 - SS/N/11-12 
 
Nancy’s speech above is produced when she talks and 
teaches Margaret how to kiss and to be a great kisser. Margaret asks a 
question about what they are just talking about to make herself sure 
that they really talk about a kiss, because it is difficult for her to digest 
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it. Then, Nancy answers by an exclamation tags and then she repeats 
the answer itself. She gives a comment on her own speech to make 
sure that Margaret understood for what they discuss about. 
This is the craziest thing that Margaret ever knows, because 
she never sees anything like that. The two girls, who talk about how to 
kiss, are totally funny or maybe ridiculous for some adults or even the 
children themselves. Nancy teaches Margaret how to be a good kisser 
which Nancy herself never feels. However, Nancy wants to be a good 
kisser someday. This situation makes Margaret startled. 
Another example of metalinguistic function found in the 
novel based on the data finding is presented below datum. 
‘Stop it!’ I hollered, jumping up. ‘All of you! Just stop it! I 
can’t stand another minute of listening to you. Who needs 
religion? Who! Not me … I don’t need it. I don’t even need 
God!’ I ran out of the den and up to my room. I heard my 
mother say, ‘Why did you have to start? Now you’ve ruined 
everything! 
 
    Datum 62 - SS/M/111 
 
This speech is said by Margaret when she and her family 
have an argument about religion. It is the first night for her 
grandparents (from her mother) stay in her new home. They ask about 
what religion does Margaret belong to, and Margaret’s parents tell 
them that Margaret does not have any religion yet. They say that they 
let Margaret to choose any kind of religions when she is ready to have 
it. Margaret’s grandparents are shocked knowing it and they 
absolutely want Margaret to be a Christian. Finally, the conversation 
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ends with a fight which makes Margaret gets very angry with the 
whole family.  
The word who is an extreme question and exclamation 
speech that Margaret chooses in that situation. She says the word 
twice, because she feels like she does not know what else she can say 
when her family are debating for her religion. Margaret gives an angry 
comment in the speech to cut the conversation off.  
The last example of metalinguistic speech function can be 
seen in the following datum.  
‘Thank you,’ I said, taking the suit. ‘Where should I change?’ 
Nancy looked around the room. ’What’s wrong with here?’ 
„Nothing. I don‟t mind, if you don‟t mind.‟ „Why should I 
mind?‟ 
 
     Datum 4 - SS/M-N/10 
 
In the first day of moving in the town, Margaret is invited by 
Nancy to go to her house. The two young girls are going to swim. 
That is why the above speech happens when the main character, 
Margaret, needs to change her bathing suit, before she and Nancy go 
swimming. At first, Margaret does not want to change her suit in front 
of her new friend, because she never does it before. She feels ashamed 
for doing so. However, after Nancy says that she does not mind, 
Margaret then does it in front of her. 
In Margaret’s speech, I don’t mind, if you don’t mind, she 
totally minds actually for what she does. Moreover, the phrase ‘if you 
don’t mind’ is a subtle refusal. Unluckily, Nancy cannot catch the true 
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meaning of Margaret’s speech, which has another meaning behind 
what actually being said. 
 
5) Phatic  
Finally, the last speech function based on the Holmes’ theory 
is phatic function. This speech has the same percentages with the third 
function, metalinguistic. Based on the findings, the occurrences of the 
sixth speech function experienced by the young adult girl characters 
appears four times out of the total 110. This way, its percentage is 
only 3.6%. In fact, phatic function happens in speech when the 
speaker expresses solidarity or empathy to others. The examples and 
explanation for this phenomenon is presented as follows. 
‘What about you, Margaret? Do you go’ Janie asked me. 
‘You mean to Hebrew school?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘No, I don’t go,’ I 
said. ‘Margaret doesn’t even go to Sunday School. Isn’t that 
right?’ Nancy asked. ‘Yes,’ I answered. ‘How’d you arrange 
that?’ Gretchen asked. ‘I’m not any religion,’ I said. „You‟re 
not! Gretchen’s mouth fell open.      
 
                       Datum 14 - SS/G/34 
 
Based on the above datum, Gretchen is shocked with 
Margaret’s speech, because she is the most religious person in the 
group. The PTSs members just find out that Margaret does not belong 
to any religion. This is the first time for all of the four PTSs members 
to know about Margaret’s belief. In fact, for children, it is 
unbelievable or impossible for a person not to have any kind of 
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religion, because they think religion is inherent. This topic is the first 
serious topic that they talk about in the first group meeting. 
Gretchen’s speech, ‘You’re not!’ is not only an exclamation 
statement, but there is an empathy feeling in the speech. She actually 
wants to say how come Margaret does not belong to any religion or 
how pity she is for not having a religion in her life. In this way, all of 
the members have a great solidarity to help Margaret to find her 
religion. Gretchen, Janie and Nancy are having different religions. 
Gretchen is a Catholic, Janie is a Christian, while Nancy is a Jewish, 
so Margaret may go to their holy places in order to know their 
religions and further to find God. 
 
Another example of phatic function can be seen in the below 
datum.  
Nancy faced me. ‘Margaret, please don’t tell.’ „Oh Nancy. . 
.‟ ‘I mean it. I’d die if the others knew. Promise you won’t 
tell about me,’ she bagged. „I won‟t.‟ ‘I thought I had it that 
time. You know . . . I didn’t just make it all up. It was a 
mistake.’   
 
                    Datum 42 - SS/M/91 
 
Margaret is the one who knows that Nancy is a liar, but she 
never tells anybody about it. She keeps it all alone, because she won’t 
let others hate Nancy. Meanwhile, Nancy is totally scared of 
Margaret, if Margaret is going to give up away her secret. The secret 
is about a lie in getting her first period. If she lets the secret away, she 
75 
 
knows that everybody is going to disbelieve her best friend. Therefore, 
to control all the reality, Margaret gives her words to Nancy that she 
would not tell anybody about the secret. 
In the speech above, Margaret just simply says ‘Oh Nancy. . 
.’ instead of saying words that can hurt Nancy’s feeling. Margaret gets 
very angry with Nancy, but still she remembers that Nancy is her best 
friend. Margaret’s empathy in the speech can be shown in the 
following speech when she says that she would not let anyone else 
knows the truth. 
The last example which is found in the young adult girl 
characters especially experienced by Janie is as what follows. 
„But if you aren‟t any religion, how are you going to know 
if you should join the Y or the Jewish Community 
Center?‟ Janie asked. ‘I don’t know,’ I said. ‘I never thought 
about it. 
 
       Datum 15 - SS/J/35 
The speech above occurs when Janie, Nancy and Gretchen 
still feel curious that how come Margaret can have no religion. Janie 
asks more question to make it so sure that Margaret does not really 
have a religion. Nancy also keeps managing her bewilderness, because 
she is totally sure that everybody must belong to one religion or the 
others. 
The speech question that Janie asks Margaret is an empathy 
toward her best friend. In addition, this feeling is not only felt by 
Janie, but also for the rest of members PTSs. Their empathy and 
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solidarity for Margaret gives a positive effect for Margaret for trying 
to find a religion where she supposes to choose.   
 
b. The Style is the Messages 
 The fact that the occurrences of the use of the style which can 
convey message phenomena, which are difficult to catch, does not 
guarantee that people cannot observe them. In the use of the style which 
can convey message case, speech usually can portray the real situation and 
condition since with the style of speech, people can express their thought 
and feeling. This research shows that the young adult girl characters 
experience phenomenon of the use of the style which can convey message 
because of three reasons: phatic communication (PC), control of 
interactions (CI), and protection of ego (PE). In observing the use of the 
style which can convey message in the young adult girl characters’ 
speeches, this research study uses Chaika’s theories. 
1) Phatic Communication  
Phatic communication is the first type of reasons of the use 
of the style which can convey message, in which the occurrence in 
young adult girl characters’ speeches portrayed in the novel is not too 
often. The phenomenon of the phatic communication is found only 
three times from 110 times of occurrences. This rank is the lowest one 
among the three reasons of the use of the style which can convey 
message. In the novel, this phenomenon is only happened in greeting 
situations.  
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Phatic communication is a simple greeting respond from the 
person who is being greeted. This simple greeting respond happens 
since the speaker does not willing to continue the conversation. There 
are many reasons why the speaker makes some phatic communication. 
First, the speaker may have no mood to talk with the other speaker. 
Second, the speaker may know where their communication is going 
to. Third, the speaker avoids the next question after the greeting, and 
many more reasons which cannot be mentioned one by one. 
Based on the data finding, the percentage of the phatic 
communication is only 2.7% from the total, so in this research, the 
three data found are all presented blow. 
 
We hadn’t been in the new house more than an hour when the 
doorbell rang. I answered. It was this girl in a bathing suit. 
‘Hi,’ she said. I’m Nancy Wheeler. The real estate agent sent 
out a sheet on you. So I know you’re Margaret and you’re in 
sixth grade. So am I. I wondered what else she knew. „Yes,‟ I 
agreed. 
 
            Datum 3 - SS/M/9 
 
The above datum shows the occurrence of phatic 
communication. In Margaret’s first day in the town, Nancy is the first 
person that Margaret knows and meets. Nancy is very talk active 
during their first meeting. She tells Margaret that they will be in the 
same class because they are in the same age. After Nancy talks about 
everything, Margaret just gives a simple respond by answering: Yes. 
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In this situation, Nancy actually expects to hear something more from 
Margaret, but she gets nothing except the yes. 
A simple word yes starts everything between Nancy and 
Margaret’ friendship. Margaret speeches above show that she does not 
have any mood to talk with someone strange or to go to somewhere. 
Yet, she would not let Nancy knows that feeling, so she just follows 
what Nancy says. 
Another example of phatic communication is shown in the 
following datum. 
Janie introduced me. ‘This is my friend Margaret Simon. 
She’s no religion.’ I almost fainted. What did Janie have to 
go and say that for? The minister looked at me like I was a 
freak. Then, he smiled with an Aha — maybe-I’ll-win-her 
look. ‘Welcome to the First Presbyterian Church, Margaret. I 
hope you’ll come back again.’ „Thank you,‟ I said. 
 
      Datum 23 - SS/J-M/57 
 
This speech happens when Margaret goes to the First 
Presbyterian Church with one of her best friend, Janie. She feels like 
almost fainted when Janie tells the minister that she has no religion, so 
she totally feels uncomfortable to hear what Janie just says. The 
minister looks very nice and even he welcomes her, but Margaret just 
simply answers by saying thank you. The minister’s behavior is in 
purpose, because Margaret can read his eyes that tell he will be able to 
ask Margaret to join his religion. The minister actually needs to hear 
more opinion from Margaret related to their temple and the belief, but 
he does not hear any further respond. 
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Unlike the previous datum which shows an example of a 
phatic communication happens because Margaret has no mood to say 
anything else except saying the word yes, the above datum happens in 
a Christian church and not because of the same reason. Margaret 
simply responds by saying thank you to start and end the conversation. 
She is not interested to talk with the minister at all, because she can 
read his body language, which says he thinks he will successfully ask 
Margaret to join his religion. Thus, the word thank you is a sarcastic 
answer for the aha look of the minister. 
The other example is like what datum 59 - SS/M/54-55 
shows as follows. 
Grandma whispered to me, ‘Shake hands, Margaret.’ I held 
out my hand. ‘This is my granddaughter, Rabbi. The one I 
told you about…Margaret Simon.’ The rabbi shook my hand. 
‘Yes, of course. Margaret! Good Yom Tov.’ ‘Yes,’ I said. 
The rabbi laughed. ‘It means Happy New Year. That’s what 
we’re celebrating today.’ ‘Oh,’ I said.  
 
This datum is aimed to emphasize Margaret’s serious attempt 
for finding God in some holy places. This time, she goes to temple 
with Sylvia, her grandmother, and she meets the rabbi. The rabbi 
greets her by saying Good Yom Tov, which means Happy New Year in 
Jewish since at that day they are celebrating the New Year of Jewish 
community. When the rabbi says the phrase, Margaret just simply 
answers yes. The respond from the rabbi is a laugh, because he knows 
that Margaret does not understand what the phrase means. However, 
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the rabbi explains why he laughs. Then, Margaret just answers by 
saying a simple word oh without expressing sorry for her mistake. 
Similar to the previous datum, this datum expresses a phatic 
communication phenomenon. Margaret cuts the conversation because 
she is afraid if there will be some questions related to religion which 
make her confused to answer. She also feels bored with the religious 
ritual and activities. Therefore, she answers the rabbi’s speech as 
quick as possible, then, she can get out from the temple.  
 
2) Control of Interactions 
Control of interactions is a simple act that sometimes cannot 
be handled when the speaker is out of control, for example when he or 
she gets angry. The control of interactions is the second reason related 
to the discussing of the use of the style which can convey message, in 
which occurrence in the young adult girl characters’ speeches 
portrayed in the novel is more than the first reason. It appears 17 times 
from the whole speeches and it has percentage of 15.5%.  
Moreover, this phenomenon occur more than the first one is 
because the young adult girl characters always involve in a group 
conversation and they always aware with what they are trying to say, 
which also means that when they feel like making a inappropriate 
saying during the speech, they will automatically control their own 
speeches. This phenomenon happens because of their closeness as best 
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friends. Thus, the control of interactions itself comes in different 
situation and condition since it depends on the context. 
Based on the data finding, the three examples can be seen 
from the data below. 
‘Thank you,’ I said, taking the suit. ‘Where should I change?’ 
Nancy looked around the room. ’What’s wrong with here?’ 
„Nothing. I don‟t mind, if you don‟t mind.‟ „Why should I 
mind?‟ 
 
        Datum 4 - SS/M-N/10 
 
This speech happens when Margaret needs to change her 
bathing suit, before she and Nancy, her new friend, go to swim. First, 
Margaret does not want to change her suit in front of Nancy, however 
after Nancy says that she does not mind, Margaret then does it in front 
of her. She does not want Nancy to say anything more, if she does not 
want to change it at that time and situation. She acts like there is 
nothing to be embarrassed of.  In fact, she really does.  
Margaret and Nancy becomes a close friend after this 
meeting. Where Nancy has totally different traits from Margaret, 
Nancy is the one who usually produces her speech in a bad way 
without considering anyone else feeling who is being hurt by what she 
says. Based on the above datum, Margaret knows that her new friend, 
Nancy, does not always pay attention to her related to the language 
that she used in her speeches. Therefore, in many conversations, 
Margaret tries to control her own speech for controlling the 
interaction.  
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The second example of the control of interactions is shown 
below:  
‘Turn the page, Gretchen,’ Nancy said. The next page was 
the male reproduction system. None of us said anything. We 
just looked until Nancy told us, ‘My brother looks like that.’ 
‘How do you know?’ I asked. ‘He walks around naked,’ 
Nancy said. „My father used to walk around naked,‟ 
Gretchen said. But lately he‟s stopped doing it.‟ 
 
                 Datum 27 - SS/G/63 
 
The four PTSs are looking at Gretchen’s father’s anatomy 
book, so they can easily find a naked person. Then, they automatically 
talk about naked people, especially boys. Nancy tells them that she 
ever saw her brother naked and Gretchen also tells the others that her 
father used to walk around naked. Both of them tell Janie and 
Margaret that Nancy’s brother and Gretchen’s father look the same 
like the guy in anatomy book.  
However, at the end Gretchen controls the interaction 
through her speech about her father by telling them that her father has 
stopped his habit of walking around naked. Gretchen has to control 
her speech because she does not want her friends think that her father 
is such a bad man. She also produces her speech to control the 
interaction in order to keep her father’s image. It is a serious issue that 
mostly parents forbid their children to talk about human anatomy 
because they believe that is a taboo topic.  
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The last example of the control of interactions speech is in 
the following datum.  
„Stop it!‟ I hollered, jumping up. „All of you! Just stop it! 
I can‟t stand another minute of listening to you. Who 
needs religion? Who! Not me … I don‟t need it. I don‟t 
even need God!‟ I ran out of the den and up to my room. I 
heard my mother say, ‘Why did you have to start? Now 
you’ve ruined everything! 
 
        Datum 62 - SS/M/111 
 
This is an extreme speech that Margaret ever says. It happens 
when she has an argument with her grandparents in front of her 
parents when they talk about which religion that Margaret must 
choose. At first, she gets angry and loses her control, but then she ends 
the conversation by saying “I don‟t even need God!”.  
Margaret’s grandparents want Margaret to be a Christian just 
like them. Meanwhile, Margaret hates people who force her to choose 
a religion for her life. Actually, Margaret is not really interested in any 
kind of religion because she already finds and feels God without even 
has to have a religion. 
 
3) Protection of Ego 
Finally, the last reason related to the use of the style which 
can convey message is protection of ego. It is the most-higher rank of 
the occurrences from the total of the data. It happens 20 (out of 110) 
times of occurrences. This way, its percentage is more than 15% – it is 
18.2%. This phenomenon is similar to the previous reason, the control 
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of interactions. Normally, it happens when the young adult girl 
characters discuss something controversial. Besides, it can also 
happen when they speak while being angry, because in a such of 
situation they seem to have a huge force to come out.  
Based on what is shown by the data finding, the three 
example occurrences of protection of ego happen when someone 
speaks either with anger or with an effort to suppress one another. One 
of the examples shown by the data is as what comes below. 
Nancy told the Four PTSs the square dance was going to be 
really super. And she knew all about it because her mother 
was on the committee. She said we should all write down 
who we wanted to dance with and she’d see what she could 
do about it. It turned out that we all wanted Philip Leroy, so 
Nancy said, „Forget it — I‟m no magician.‟   
 
            Datum 24 - SS/N/58 
 
This speech happens when all PTSs’ members hope that they 
can dance with the most handsome boy who has a sexy posture, in 
their class, Philip Leroy, in square dance. However, in fact they 
cannot do anything to make their dream come true. Actually, Nancy is 
the one who is the most obsessed with Philip. For not making herself 
and the other PTSs’ members disappointed, Nancy just simply says 
that she has not got any ability to make it real. She wants to show that 
she already gives up, but she actually has not. 
Nancy always acts like a leader for the four PTSs’ members, 
because she is the one who can easily control and command the 
others. Even though her friends sometimes disagree with her way of 
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thinking, however no one wants to disobey her. Yet, sometimes, she 
can keep her ego safely without hurting her friends’ feeling. 
Another example of the protection of ego happens when 
Margaret and Laura are fighting. It is presented below datum.  
‘Well, try thinking about it. Think about how you’d feel if 
you had to wear a bra in four grades and how everybody 
laughed and how you always had to cross your arms in front 
of you. And about how the boys called you dirty names just 
because of how you looked.’ I thought about it. „I‟m sorry 
Laura,‟ I said. „I‟ll bet!‟ „I really am. If you want to know 
the truth…well, I wish I looked more like you than like 
me.‟ 
 
         Datum 54 - SS/M/98 
 
When Margaret and Laura are finishing the Belgium project, 
they have an argument. Margaret tells the whole story to Laura that 
Nancy tells her, but the entire story is just a made up story that Nancy 
made. The story makes Laura feels very angry with Margaret.  
Margaret feels sorry after what happens between them. At the 
end, Margaret has to be in charged of her own ego. She finally realizes 
that Nancy has not told the truth and she, then, asks to apologize to 
Laura. Margaret also tells about the reason why she feels jealous with 
Laura. It happens because Margaret wants to look like her. On the 
other hand, Laura wants to be like the other girls in the class, because 
she thinks that she is bigger than anyone. 
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The last example of the protection of ego can be seen in the 
following datum.  
Are you there God? It’s me, Margaret. I know you’re there, 
God. I know you wouldn’t have missed this for anything! 
Thank you, God. Thanks an awful lot. 
 
        Datum 72 - SS/M/123 
 
In the example above, the occurrence of the protection of ego 
can be seen in the last speech that Margaret produces. It is the last 
time when she talks to God and it is also the last part of the novel. In 
this situation, Margaret talks again to God after promising that she has 
made for not talking to God anymore. She shows her gratitude to God 
after finally she gets her period for the first time and she really feels 
very happy for it. She simply says thanks Him for all the things she 
gets, especially related to her first menstruation. It is only a simple 
thank from such a young adult girl but it has a deeper meaning that 
she never says ever. 
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CHAPTER V 
 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
 
 
 
 This chapter is the last chapter of this research. It consists of two sections. 
The first section is conclusions. The conclusions contain summary of the findings 
and discussion in Chapter IV which is mentioned early in the objectives of the 
research in Chapter I. The second section is suggestions. Below suggestions will 
go to some parties. Therefore, those sections are presented below. 
 
A. Conclusions  
Having analyzed style of speech phenomena in the Judy Blume’s novel, 
Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret, the researcher can draw some 
conclusions. This research comes to a conclusion that style of speech has became 
a phenomenon that cannot be separated in communication. In a society, 
communication surely involves the contacts of language and society. In relation to 
language contact, people will get some new grammar, vocabularies, or even the 
way using language in a communication, from others. Furthermore, people, who 
use language in society, will unconsciously learn and get to know that the way 
somebody delivers the message can be in many ways. These phenomena, then, 
lead to style of speech. 
Finally, based on the research finding, the result of this research shows 
three important points.  
1. There are 72 data analyzed in this research. The linguistic features occur 
52 times. In addition, not all kinds of linguistic features are found. The 
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highest kind of linguistic features is syntax. It appears 36 times from the 
total numbers of data. For detail sentence constructions, the highest 
occurrence rate goes to the phenomenon of simple sentence, which the 
percentage is 52%. The second higher rank goes to complex sentence, 
which its percentage is 13.4% since it appears seven times out of the total 
52 data. Meanwhile, the lower data occurrences are compound and 
complex-compound sentence. Both have the same percentages of the 
occurrences, which are only 2%, because it only appears one time.  
 The lowest appearing phenomenon is words which appear 16 
times. The first most-frequent appearing phenomenon in words for its 
classes is noun. It occurs nine times from the total 52 occurrences in which 
its percentage is 9.6%. Following noun as the second most-frequent 
appearing phenomenon, there are verb, adjective and adverb. Moreover, 
those word classes have the same appearing. It is three times with the 
percentage of 5.7%. After that, in the third appearing phenomenon, there 
are conjunction and interjection. The results of these third frequent word 
classes are the same. It occurs only one time with the percentage of 2% out 
of the total 100%. Meanwhile, the other word classes such as pronoun, 
article and preposition do not occur in the data. The last kind of linguistic 
feature is sounds. It does not appear in data finding because sounds only 
occur in spoken text, not in written text.  
The use of linguistic features is aimed to emphasize certain 
messages that are delivered by the young adult girl characters. The 
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implication of words and syntax is not quite different. Both are functioned 
to explain and deliver speeches to hearers in order to make them 
understood.  
2. Related to the discussion of the speech functions, there is one kind of 
speech function which does not occur in the data finding. It is poetic 
function. On the other hand, the first most-frequent appearing 
phenomenon is expressive which occurs 30 times out of the total of 110 
occurrences and its percentage is 27.3%. In the second most-frequent 
appearing phenomenon, there is referential which 23 times appears (21%). 
The next is directive ranks, the third type which appears only ninth times 
(8.2%). Finally, the next rank is possessed by two speech functions which 
have the same result. It is metalinguistic and phatic in which the 
occurrence is only 3.6%. 
Expressive becomes the highest rank of speech function occurrence 
in data finding because it shows the emotions of the young adult girl 
characters, which also tell their sensitive feeling. By showing the true 
feeling, the characters can adapt with the atmosphere where they lived. 
While the metalinguistic and phatic function get the same result of 
occurrences since not all speeches can easily have a comment on its 
speeches itself. However, there is a speech function phenomenon which 
does not appear in the data finding. It happens because the novel is 
categorized as a realistic novel. In addition, the characters which being 
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analyzed is only young adult girls who hardly produce poetic speech in 
their daily communication. 
There are 110 data occurrences of the style of speech which can 
transfer message and speech functions found in this research. This 
condition happens because in this research, one datum can employ more 
than one phenomenon of style of speech. In the style which can deliver 
message, the first higher appearing phenomenon is protection of ego. It 
occurs 20 times from the total 110 occurrences. It means that the 
percentage goes 18.2%. After the second reason of the use of the style 
which can convey message, it is followed by control of interactions as the 
second higher appearing phenomenon. It appears 17 times with the 
percentage of 15.5%. Last, in the third level, there is phatic 
communication. The result of the last one is quite different from the 
others. It occurs three times with the percentage of 2.7% out of the total 
100%. 
From those above results, this indicates that the young adult girl 
characters commonly use implicative meaning rather than literal one in 
delivering messages. It happens since people in their society commonly 
speak implicatively. Moreover, in greeting communication, they also do 
not like making a courtesy.  
 
B. Suggestions 
There are some suggestions that are considered by the researcher after 
conducting this research. The suggestions are as follows:  
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1. Students of English Education Department 
This research shows that the novel can be used as a means of studying 
language especially in style of speech in daily communication. It is one of 
advantageous media to those who are willing to enrich their way of 
speaking. Learning language through novel will give experience to the 
students, especially English Language Department students to understand 
more about the phenomena of style of speech for communication in their 
social life. 
2. Future Researchers 
To the other researchers who want to conduct the same research could 
complete this research not only about the kinds of speech style used and 
speech functions in young adult girls, but also the kinds and functions of 
speech style in adults and parents and the factors of the style of speech. 
Moreover, if there are people (lecturers or students) who want to analyze 
in different ways, especially the in-depth analysis of the way how style of 
young adult girls’ speeches by applying another approach such as 
psycholinguistic approach, it will be useful for linguistic field.   
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APPENDIX 
The Data Findings of Style of Speech in Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret 
Note:              
            SS          :  Style of  Speech 
            M/N/J/G :  Margaret/Nancy/Janie/Gretchen  
            7          : Page Number 
            WR          : Words 
            SY          : Syntax 
            EX          : Expressive 
            DI          : Directive 
             
            RE          : Referential 
            ME          : Metalinguistic 
            PO                  :   Poetic 
            PH                  :   Phatic 
            PC          : Phatic Communication 
            CI          : Controlling Interaction  
            PE          : Protection of Ego 
 
No.  
Code 
 
 
Data 
Linguistic 
Features 
 
Speech Functions 
The Style Is the 
Message 
 
Explanation 
WR SY Reasons 
EX DI RE ME PO PH PC CI PE 
1. SS/M/7 Are you there, God? It’s me, 
Margaret. We’re moving today. 
I’m so scared, God. I’ve never 
lived anywhere but here. 
Supposed I hate my new 
school? Suppose everybody 
there hates me? Please help me, 
God. Don’t let New Jersey be 
too horrible. Thank you.   
           Margaret talks to God, when she is alone in 
her bedroom. She tells about everything that 
she feels, thinks, or experiences. It becomes 
her habit. In her first day in New Jersey, she 
does not like everything there, because she 
already feels comfortable with her 
hometown. She feels afraid and scared of the 
new situation. Yet, she can control her ego 
of hating to move in.  
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No. Code Data Linguistic 
Features 
 
Speech Functions 
The Style Is the 
Message 
 
Explanation 
Reasons 
WR SY EX DI RE ME PO PH PC CI PE 
2.  SS/N/9 ‘Hi,’ she said. I’m Nancy 
Wheeler. The real estate agent 
sent out a sheet on you. So I 
know you’re Margaret and 
you’re in sixth grade. So am I. I 
wondered what else she knew.  
           This conversation happens in the first 
meeting of Margaret and Nancy. Nancy talks 
with Margaret. The word ‘so’ indicates that 
Nancy tries to make sure and, in the same 
time, to tell Margaret that they will be in the 
same class.  
3. SS/M/9 We hadn’t been in the new 
house more than an hour when 
the doorbell rang. I answered. It 
was this girl in a bathing suit. 
‘Hi,’ she said. I’m Nancy 
Wheeler. The real estate agent 
sent out a sheet on you. So I 
know you’re Margaret and 
you’re in sixth grade. So am I. I 
wondered what else she knew. 
‗Yes,‘ I agreed.  
           Nancy is the first person whom Margaret 
knows. Nancy is so talk active. Nancy tells 
Margaret that they will be in the same class 
because they are in the same age. After all 
Nancy talks about everything, Margaret just 
gives a simple answer: yes.  
4. SS/M-
N/10 
‘Thank you,’ I said, taking the 
suit. ‘Where should I change?’ 
Nancy looked around the room. 
’What’s wrong with here?’ 
‗Nothing. I don‘t mind, if you 
don‘t mind.‘ ‗Why should I 
mind?‘ 
           This speech happens when Margaret needs 
to change her bathing suit, before she and 
Nancy go to swim. At first, Margaret does 
not want to change her suit in front of 
Nancy, her new friend, however after Nancy 
says that she does not mind, Margaret then 
does it in front of her.  
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No. Code Data Linguistic 
Features 
Speech Functions The Style Is The 
Message  
Explanation 
Reasons 
WR SY EX DI RE ME PO PH PC  CI PE 
5. SS/N-
M/11 
‗Oh, you‘re still flat.‘ Nancy 
laughed. ‘Not exactly,’ I said, 
pretending to be very cool. I‘m 
small boned, is all.’ ‘I’m 
growing already,’ Nancy said, 
sticking her chest way out.  
           Margaret’s speech indicates that she 
disagrees with Nancy who says that 
Margaret has a flat body rather than her, 
even though it is true. Yet, Margaret says 
something which can support the fact that 
flat is better than being big. Here, Margaret 
can control herself from being mad to Nancy 
by saving her prestige.  
6. SS/N/11-
12 
‘I practice a lot though,’ Nancy 
said. ‘Practise what?’ I asked. 
‗Kissing! ‗Isn‘t that what we 
were talking about? Kissing!‘ 
‘How you can practise that?’ I 
asked. ‘Watch this.’ Nancy 
grabbed her pillow and 
embraced it. She gave it a long 
kiss. When she was done she 
threw the pillow back on the 
bed. ‘It’s important to 
experience, so when the time 
comes you’re all ready. I’m 
going to be a great kisser some 
day. Want to something else?’ I 
just stood there with my mouth 
half open.  
           Nancy talks and teaches Margaret how to 
kiss and to be a great kisser. Margaret asks a 
question about what they are just talking 
about to make sure that they really talk about 
a kiss, because it is difficult for her to digest 
it. Then, Nancy answers by an exclamation 
tags and she repeats the answer itself. It 
makes This situation makes Margaret feels 
startled. Talking about kissing is the craziest 
thing Margaret ever knows, because she 
never sees and talks about that.  
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No. 
 
Code 
 
Data 
Linguistic 
Features 
Speech Functions The Style Is the 
Message 
 
Explanation 
Reasons 
WR SY EX DI RE ME PO PH PC CI PE 
7. SS/N/14 Mrs. Wheeler laughed. ‘Oh you 
mean pictures! I thought you 
mean walls! Tell your mother 
we’re making arrange hers … 
especially Sunday school. 
That’s always the biggest 
problem.’ ‘I don’t go to Sunday 
school.’ ‘You don’t?’ ‘No.’ 
‗Lucky!‘ Nancy shouted. 
‘Nancy, please!’ Mrs. Wheeler 
said.  
           It happens when Nancy and her mother talk 
with Margaret for the first time about 
Sunday school. Sunday school is related to 
religion’s activities. Nancy does not like the 
ritual activities in the Sunday school, 
because sometimes it is not fun at all. That is 
why Nancy feels surprised and little bit 
jealous to Margaret for knowing that 
Margaret does not have to go to Sunday 
school. Nancy feels that she is unlucky 
because she has to go and attend the Sunday 
school. Thus, the unlucky feeling of Nancy 
indicates that she does not like to go to 
Sunday school.  
8. SS/N/15 ‘Hey, Nancy baby! Can’t you 
take a joke? Moose asked. ‗Shut 
up, animal!‘ Nancy yelled. 
           Moose is a friend of Nancy’s brother, Evan. 
Nancy hates when Moose calls her baby, 
because she does not like people who think 
she is still a little girl.   
9. SS/N/16 ‘Oh listen, Margaret,’ Nancy 
said. ‗On the first day of 
school wear loafers, but no 
socks.‘ ‘How come?’ 
‗Otherwise you‘ll look like a 
baby.‘ ‘Oh.’ ‘Besides, I want 
you to join my secret club and if 
you’re wearing socks the other 
kids might not want you.’ 
           Nancy tells Margaret for not to wear shocks 
and just wears loafers. This is the first time 
that Nancy attempts to force Margaret to do 
her rule in Margaret’s first day in her new 
school. Nancy also wants Margaret to join 
her secret club. Moreover, Nancy’s rule for 
wearing loafers without socks is because she 
thinks that they will not look like a baby if 
they do not use shocks. Then, Margaret 
obeys Nancy’s order.  
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No.  
Code 
 
Data 
Linguistic 
Features 
 
Speech Functions 
The Style Is the 
Message 
 
Explanation 
Reasons 
WR SY EX DI RE ME PO PH PC CI PE 
10. SS/ M/16 ‘No thanks,’ my father said. 
‘I’m looking forward to father 
cutting it myself. That’s one of 
the reasons we moved out here. 
Gardening is good for the soul.’ 
My mother beamed. They were 
really driving me crazy with 
all that good-for-the-soul 
business. I wondered when they 
became such nature lovers.  
           Margaret’s father loves gardening, so he 
refuses Moose’s offering to cut their lawn 
when Margaret tell  them that Moose is 
willing to cut and trim their lawn for only 
five buck a week. The problem is that 
Margaret cannot understand the word: good-
for-the-soul that her father said, but she only 
keeps it in her mind without trying to ask 
what is exactly her father wants to say.  
11. SS/M/17 My parents don’t know I 
actually talk to God. I mean, if 
I told them they’d think I was 
some kind of religious fanatic or 
something. So I keep it very 
private. I can talk to him 
without moving my lips if I 
have to. My mother says God is 
a nice idea. He belongs to 
everybody. 
           Margaret always talks to God when she is 
alone. Eventhough she does not belong to 
any religion, she believes in God and totally 
feels God does exist. She does not want 
anybody to think that she is kind of a 
religious or fanatic person. Therefore she 
keeps talking to God in private.  
12. SS/N-
M/32 
‘Naturally! Men can’t help looking 
at her,’ Nancy said. ‘But do you 
think she looks that way on 
purpose? I asked. The others 
laughed and Nancy said, ‗Oh, 
Margaret!‘               
           Janie, Gretchfen, Margaret and Nancy 
distrust their teacher, Mr. Benedict who likes 
to pay a closer look at Laura, because Laura 
has a big and sexy body. 
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13.  SS/M/33-
34 
Nancy’s rule was, we all had to 
wear bras. …Gretchen’s rule 
was, the first one to get her 
period had to tell the others all 
about it. Especially how it feels. 
Janie’s rule was, we all had to 
keep a Boy Book, which was a 
notebook with a list of boys‘ 
names in order of how we 
liked them. Each week we had 
to change our lists and pass the 
Boy Books around.  
           It happens when the PTSs group has their 
second meeting. Everybody creates their 
own rules, except Margaret. Nancy’s rule is 
that they have to wear bras. Of course it is 
ridiculous for children in their age to wear 
bras, because they are not ready yet to wear 
it. However, her rule is all agreed by the 
other members. Gretchen’s rule is related to 
the first period. If one of the PTSs’ members 
has got her period, she has to tell the entire 
member. In the other hand, Janie gives a rule 
for all the members that they all have to 
have a Boy Book where they can write a list 
of boy’s names whom they like very much.   
14. SS/M-
G/34 
‘What about you, Margaret? Do 
you go’ Janie asked me. ‘You 
mean to Hebrew school?’ ‘Yes.’ 
‘No, I don’t go,’ I said. 
‘Margaret doesn’t even go to 
Sunday School. Isn’t that right?’ 
Nancy asked. ‘Yes,’ I answered. 
‘How’d you arrange that?’ 
Gretchen asked. ‗I‘m not any 
religion,‘ I said. ‗You‘re not! 
Gretchen’s mouth fell open.   
           Gretchen is shocked with Margaret’s speech, 
because she is the most religious person in 
the group. The PTSs members just find out 
that Margaret does not belong to any 
religion. This is the first time for all of the 
four PTSs members to know about 
Margaret’s belief. Probably, for children it is 
unbelievable or impossible for a person not 
to have any kind of religion, because they 
think religion is inherent. This topic is the 
first serious topic that they talk about in the 
first group meeting. 
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15. SS/J/35 ‗But if you aren‘t any religion, 
how are you going to know if 
you should join the Y or the 
Jewish Community Center?‘ 
Janie asked. ‘I don’t know,’ I 
said. ‘I never thought about it.  
           Janie, Nancy and Gretchen still feels curious 
on how come Margaret does not have 
religion. Even Janie asks more questions to 
Margaret to make sure that Margaret does 
not really have one.  
16. SS/M/36 Are you there, God? It’s me, 
Margaret. I just told my mother 
I want a bra. Please help me 
grow, God. You know where. I 
want to be like everyone else. 
You know God, my new friends 
all belong to the Y or the Jewish 
Community Center. Which way 
am I supposed to go? I don’t 
know what you want me to do 
about that.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           This speech happens when Margaret talks to 
God in her bedroom. She says that she wants 
to have a religion where she can find God, 
because all of her friends have their own 
religion. Margaret does not know where she 
belongs to. To be normal (having a religion) 
is the one thing that she wants to have.  
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17. SS/M/37 Mr. Benedict just said, ‘I’m sure 
you have a perfectly good 
reason for hating religious 
holidays.’  I knew he was 
waiting for me to say 
something. He wasn’t going to 
just forget about it. So I decided 
to get it over with in a hurry. 
‘None of those holidays are 
special to me. I don’t belong to 
any religion,’ I said. Mr. 
Benedict seemed pleased. Like 
he had uncovered some deep, 
dark mystery. ‘I see. And your 
parents?’ ‘They aren’t any 
religion. I’m supposed to choose 
my own when I grow up.  If I 
want to, that is.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Margaret writes on her note that she hates 
religious holidays. Then, in the next 
meeting, Mr. Benedict asks her directly why 
she hates religious holidays. At first 
Margaret does not want to answer his 
question, but then she tells the reason why 
she hates it. When Mr. Benedict wants to 
know more about her reason, she only says 
that she will choose one of those religions 
when she already grows up, but her speech 
has not end yet because she will choose a 
religion when she is ready and want to 
choose it. It means no one can force her to 
do the thing which she do not want to do. 
Why Margaret hates religious holiday is 
actually because she does not celebrate it. 
Therefore, she cannot feel it. Margaret 
chooses that kind of speech rather than to 
tell the truth what she really thinks and feels 
related to religion. 
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18. SS/N-M-
J-G/44 
‘If you ever want to get out of 
those baby bras you have to 
exercise,’ Nancy said. ‘What 
kind of exercise?’ Gretchen 
asked. ‘Like this,’ Nancy said. 
She made fists, bent her arms at 
the elbow and moved them back 
and forth, sticking her chest way 
out. She said ‘I must — I must 
— I must increase my bust.’ She 
said it over and over. We copied 
her movements and chanted 
with her. ‘We must — we must 
— we must increase our bust!‘ 
           Nancy teaches all the members of the four 
PTSs for having an exercise to increase their 
bust. They do the exercise every meeting 
and also when they are at home. This is the 
funniest part of the novel. They are all 
having the same motives: having a good 
sexy body, being normal by having period, 
and great bust. Since they thought by having 
those things, they may easily have great 
boyfriend to date with.   
19. SS/M/47   Are you there, God? It’s me, 
Margaret. … Have you thought 
about it, God? About my 
growing, I mean. I’ve got a bra 
now. It would be nice if I had 
something to put on it. Of 
course, if you don’t think I’m 
ready I’ll understand. I’m 
having a test in school 
tomorrow. Please let me get a 
good grade on it, God.  
           When Margaret really needs to have 
something, she always asks for God’s help, 
before she tells anyone else or before she 
struggles to get it by herself. Here, Margaret 
needs to have two things. First, she wants to 
wear a bra with her own great bust. Second, 
she nearly faces a test with Mr. Benedict, so 
she wishes she will get a great grade on it.  
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20. SS/M/50 Once I saw a model having her 
picture taken by the fountain. It 
was freezing cold and she was 
wearing a summer dress. That’s 
when I decided not to be a 
model. Even if I did get 
beautiful some day.    
           This event happens not because of no 
reason. She thinks that it is crazy that a 
model has to take a picture in all kind of 
situation in the name of professionalism. 
Thus, this is the moment when she declares 
that she does not want to be a model, 
because she does not want to do the same 
thing as the model. 
21. SS/M/51 Are you there, God? It’s me, 
Margaret. I’m going to temple 
today — with Grandma. It’s a 
holiday. I guess you know that. 
Well, my father thinks it’s a 
mistake and my mother thinks 
the whole idea is crazy, but I’m 
going anyway. I’m sure this will 
help me decide what to be. I’ve 
never been inside a temple or a 
church. I’ll look for you, God. 
           This speech happens when Margaret goes to 
temple. One thing that she is looking for: 
God. This is the greatest positive 
characterization of Margaret. She never 
easily gives up on something that she wants 
to find. She does not want to live with no 
religion, so she wants one. She believes that 
she will find it, because she sometimes 
thinks that everybody should live with a 
religion. 
22. SS/M/56 I wore sweaters every day since I 
had so many of them. All made 
expressly for me by Grandma. 
Even if I stuffed my bra with 
socks I still wouldn‘t look like 
Laura Danker. 
           Margaret has a flat body. In the speech, she 
contrasts herself with Laura Danker who is 
the biggest and sexiest student in her class.  
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23. SS/J-
M/57 
Janie introduced me. ‘This is 
my friend Margaret Simon. 
She‘s no religion.‘ I almost 
fainted. What did Janie have to 
go and say that for? The 
minister looked at me like I was 
a freak. Then, he smiled with an 
Aha — maybe-I‘ll-win-her 
look. ‘Welcome to the First 
Presbyterian Church, Margaret. 
I hope you’ll come back again.’ 
‗Thank you,‘ I said.  
           This speech happens when Margaret goes to 
the First Presbyterian Church with one of 
her best friend, Janie. She feels like almost 
fainted when Janie tells the minister that she 
has no religion, so she totally feels 
uncomfortable to hear what Janie just says. 
The minister, he looks very nice to her and 
even welcomes, but Margaret just simply 
answers by saying thank you. The minister’s 
behavior is in purpose, because she can read 
his eyes that tell he will be able to ask her to 
join his religion. The minister actually needs 
to hear more opinion from Margaret related 
to their temple and the belief, but he does 
not hear any further respond. 
24. SS/N/058 Nancy told the Four PTSs the 
square dance was going to be 
really super. And she knew all 
about it because her mother was 
on the committee. She said we 
should all write down who we 
wanted to dance with and she’d 
see what she could do about it. 
It turned out that we all wanted 
Philip Leroy, so Nancy said, 
‗Forget it — I‘m no 
magician.‘  
           This speech happens when all PTSs’ 
members hope that they can dance with the 
most handsome boy who has a sexy posture 
in their class, Philip Leroy, in square dance. 
However, in fact they cannot do anything to 
make their dream come true. Actually, 
Nancy is the one who is the most obsessed 
with Philip. For not making herself and the 
other PTSs’ members disappointed, Nancy 
just simply says she has not got any ability 
to make it real. She wants to show that she 
already gives up but she actually has not. 
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25. SS/N/62 ‘Do you suppose that’s what 
Philip Leroy looks like without 
his clothes on?’  Janie asked. 
‗Naturally, dope!’ Nancy said. 
‘He’s male, isn’t he?’   
           Nancy imagines Philip Leroy without his 
clothes on. She says that she may like it a 
lot, because he will look natural. Although it 
is not ridiculous, she chooses the word: dope 
instead of the word: like.   
26. SS/N/62 ‘Just walk around naked is all. 
My aunt says it’s very peaceful. 
But I’ll never walk around 
naked in front of anybody!’ 
‘What about when you get 
married?’ Gretchen asked. 
‘Even then,’ Janie insisted. 
‘You’re a prude!’ Nancy said. 
           Nancy’s speech shows how natural she is. 
Nancy thinks Janie may be a prude of being 
naked in front of people, because she cannot 
imagine or feel when she is an adult and has 
a husband.  
27. SS/N-
G/63 
‘Turn the page, Gretchen,’ 
Nancy said. The next page was 
the male reproduction system. 
None of us said anything. We 
just looked until Nancy told us, 
‘My brother looks like that.’ 
‘How do you know?’ I asked. 
‘He walks around naked,‘ 
Nancy said. ‗My father used 
to walk around naked,‘ 
Gretchen said. But lately he‘s 
stopped doing it.‘ 
           The four PTSs are looking at Gretchen’s 
father’s anatomy book, so they can easily 
find a naked person, especially boys. Nancy 
tells them that she ever saw her brother 
naked and Gretchen also tells the others that 
her father used to walk around naked. Both 
of them tell Janie and Margaret that Nancy’s 
brother and Gretchen’s father look the same 
like the guy in anatomy book. However, at 
the end Gretchen controls the interaction 
through her speech about her father by 
telling them that her father has stopped his 
habit of walking around naked.  
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28. SS/N/64 ‘Didn’t you ever see a copy of 
Playboy?’ ‘Where would I see 
it?’ Janie asked. ‘My father gets 
it,’ I said. ‘Do you have it 
around?’ Nancy asked. ‘Sure.’ 
‗Well, get it!‘ Nancy told me. 
Now?’ I asked. ‘Of course.’ 
‘Well. I don’t know,’ I said. 
‘Listen, Margaret – Gretchen 
went to all the trouble of 
sneaking out her father‘s 
medical book. The least you 
could do is show us Playboy.’  
           Margaret tells her friends that her father has 
a Playboy magazine. Suddenly, Nancy with 
her obsession and ego to watch the magazine 
commands Margaret to get it. Actually it is 
common thing, children naturally have a 
high curiosity. Thus, related to Nancy, she 
cannot handle her own curiosity.  
29. SS/N/64 ‘Eighteen! That’s only six more 
years,’ Nancy squealed. ‗But 
look at the size of her. They‘re 
huge!‘ Janie said. ‘Do you 
suppose we’ll look like that at 
eighteen?’ Gretchen asked. … 
‘She looks out of proportion!’ 
‘Do you suppose that’s Laura 
Danker looks like?’ Janie asked. 
‗No. Not yet,‘ Nancy said. ‗But 
she might at eighteen!‘   
 
           The PTSs’ members discuss about Laura’s 
body compare to the girls in Playboy 
magazine. In the group, Nancy is the most 
ambitious young adult girl who wants to 
know everything related to sex. They look 
into the Playboy magazine that they steal 
from Margaret’s father. Nancy wants to be 
like the girl in the magazine who has a great 
sexy body and bust. When the four girls 
discuss about the sexy lady, they always 
compare and contrast her with Laura Danker 
(their classmate), because actually they want 
to look like Laura.  
  
108 
 
 
No. 
 
Code 
 
Data 
Linguistic 
Features 
 
Speech Functions 
The Style Is the 
Message 
 
Explanation 
Reasons 
WR SY EX DI RE ME PO PH PC CI PE 
30. SS/M/67 The best thing about the 
pageant, besides wearing the 
robe and carrying the flashlight, 
was that I got to sit in the first 
row of choir seats, facing the 
audience, which meant that 
kindergarten kids were right in 
front of me. Some of them tried 
to touch our feet with their feet. 
One little kid wet his pants 
during the scene where Mary 
and Joseph come to the inn. He 
made a puddle on the floor right 
in front of Janie. Janie had to 
keep on singing and pretend she 
didn’t know. It was pretty 
hard not to laugh.    
           Margaret visits a church. She is different 
with other people in the church who focus 
on the ritual. However, she always gets the 
wrong focus in all of the ritual activities of 
the religion. She wants to laugh out loud 
about what happens in the church, but she 
cannot. She feels funny for what she sees. It 
is an ironic situation. This situation happens 
because she cannot concentrate to the 
religious ritual.    
31. SS/M/70   Are you there, God? It’s me, 
Margaret I hate to remind you, 
God … I mean, I know you‘re 
busy. But it’s already December 
and I’m not growing. At least I 
don’t see any real difference. 
Isn’t it time, God? Don’t you 
think I’ve waited patiently?  
           Margaret waits for her first period, because 
she thinks that when she gets her period it 
means she is normal. Besides having the 
period, she also wants a bigger bust, but till 
one semester she is still as flat as usual. It 
makes her disappointed with God, because 
she thinks that all of these happen because of 
Him.       
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32. SS/M/73 When we got to the party 
Norman’s mother opened the 
door for us. She was very and 
thin with a face like Norman’s. I 
remembered her from the PTA 
square dance. Tonight she 
wasn‘t dressed like a farmer. 
She had on black velvet pants 
and some kind of top that 
looked like it had diamonds and 
rubies all over it.  
           On Norman’s party, all members of the class 
are invited to come. This moment is the 
second time that Margaret meets Norman’s 
mother. In this time, Norman’s mother acts 
and looks totally different. She looks nicer 
than the first time they met.   
33. SS/M/73 ‘Good evening, Mrs. Fishbein,’ 
Nancy said, in a voice I‘d 
never heard. ‘Please, meet my 
friend Margaret Simon.’   
           This is the way Nancy greets Norman’s 
mother. Margaret notices that Nancy tries to 
give a good impression to Nancy’s mother 
by using a different tone which Margaret 
never heard before.  
34. SS/M/76 Mrs Fishbein marched back up 
the stairs. We couldn’t hold 
back our giggles. It was all so 
funny. Hanky-panky and 
abominable! 
           In the Norman’s party, Nancy and Freddy 
keep on mocking to each other until Freddy 
rips Nancy’s dress. Finally, that situation is 
known by Mrs Fishbein, Norman’s mother, 
who reprimands Freddy for his behavior. 
She says that Freddy’s behavior is 
abominable. Seeing this accident, all kids are 
laughing except Margaret. For her, this 
situation is not funny at all. She thinks that it 
is only a sarcastic situation. 
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35. SS/J/77 ‘No fair!’ Norman called out. 
‘You’ve got to really kiss him.’ 
‗Okay, okay,‘ Janie said.’ She 
tried again. She made it this 
time, but far away from his 
mouth.   
           This event happens in Norman’s party where 
they have to do a kissing game. Norman 
protests Janie when Janie tries to cheat when 
she supposed to kiss a boy in front of all her 
friends, but she does it very fast and without 
even touching the boy’s cheek. That is why 
Norman shouts to her and forces her to give 
‘a real kiss’.    
36. SS/M/79 ‘Hi, Margaret,’ he said. ‘Hi, 
Philip,’ I whispered. Then I 
started to giggle. ‘I can’t kiss 
you if you don’t stop laughing,’ 
he said. ‘Why not?’ ‘Because 
your mouth is open when you 
laugh.’ ‗You‘re going to kiss 
me on the mouth?‘ ‘You know 
a better place? I stopped 
laughing. I wish I could 
remember what Nancy said that 
day she showed me how to kiss 
her pillow.   
           As the time is running, then, Margaret takes 
her turn to kiss a boy in the game. Lucky 
her, she gets the most handsome boy in the 
class, Philip Leroy. They are kissing in the 
bathroom. Margaret just does not know what 
to do, because she never kisses a boy. She 
asks a question to Philip: are they going to 
kiss on the mouth? Philip definitely answers 
yes. She totally feels shocked when she 
hears Philip’s answer and to make it even 
worse. She could not remember what Nancy 
ever showed and taught her how to kiss. 
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37. SS/M/81 Are you there, God? It’s me, 
Margaret. I just came home 
from church. I loved the choir – 
the songs were beautiful. Still, I 
didn’t really feel you, God. I’m 
more confused than ever. I’m 
trying hard to understand but I 
wish you’d help me a little. If 
only you could give me a hint, 
God. Which religion should I 
be? Sometimes I wish I’d been 
born one way or the other.     
           Margaret just comes home from church, but 
she still feels confused, neither she finds 
God nor feels God. She feels and finds 
nothing, except she enjoys the choir. She 
really wants to have a religion where she can 
feel God like when she is alone in her room 
and can talk to God as it she meets Him in 
person.  
38. SS/N/82 Nancy passed me a note. It said, 
Here we go – the big deal sex 
movie. When I asked her about 
it she told me the PTA sponsors 
it and it’s called What Every 
Girl Should Know.    
           In the middle of the semester, all girl 
students have a chance to watch a movie 
which deals with sex education, especially 
related to menstruation. Nancy is the one 
and only student who knows everything and 
hardly cannot wait to watch it.  
39. SS/N/84 ‘I got it last night. Can you 
tell?’ she asked us. ‘Oh 
Gretchen! You lucky!‘ Nancy 
shrieked. ‘I was sure I’d be first. 
I’ve got more than you!’  
           Gretchen is the first girl who gets her period 
earlier than the others. Knowing the fact, 
Nancy feels very jealous, because she thinks 
that she is the one who will get it for the first 
time. 
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40. SS/M/89 It was pretty exciting riding all 
the way to the city with Moose 
Freed in the same car, expect 
the back and Nancy and I were 
in the middle, so if I wanted to 
see Moose I had to turn 
around and if I ride looking 
backwards like that I get car 
sick.    
           Moose Freed is a boy that Margaret really 
likes. He is a friend of Nancy’s brother, 
Evan. She does not know how to get closer 
to him. The only thing that she knows is how 
to steal a sight of him when they are in the 
same place. The speech shows Margaret’s 
true feeling toward the boy when she likes 
him very much.  
41. SS/M/91 I didn’t know what to say. I 
mean, what can you say when 
you‘ve just found out your 
friend‘s a liar! 
           Margaret just finds out that her best friend, 
Nancy lies about her first period. Margaret 
cannot stop thinking why Nancy has to lie to 
her. She gets mad of Nancy, but then she can 
control it when Nancy asks her to keep the 
secret for herself.   
42. SS/M/91 Nancy faced me. ‘Margaret, 
please don’t tell.’ ‗Oh Nancy. . 
.‘ ‘I mean it. I’d die if the others 
knew. Promise you won’t tell 
about me,’ she bagged. ‗I 
won‘t.‘ ‘I thought I had it that 
time. You know . . . I didn’t just 
make it all up. It was a mistake.’   
           Margaret is the one who knows that Nancy 
is a liar, but she never tells anybody about it. 
She keeps it all alone, because she would not 
let others hate her. Nancy is totally scared of 
Margaret, if Margaret is going to give up 
away her secret of getting the first period.  
Yet, Margaret gives her words to Nancy that 
she would not tell anybody about the secret.  
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43. SS/M/092 Are you there, God? It’s me, 
Margaret. Nancy Wheeler is a 
big fake. She makes up stories! 
I’ll never be able to trust her 
again. I will wait to find out 
from you if I am normal or not. 
If you would like to give me a 
sign, fine. If not, I’ll try to be 
patient.     
           Margaret always keeps her promise, but she 
always tells God about it. Starting from the 
night that she finds out that Nancy is just a 
liar, she will never trust her anymore. She 
actually feels very angry to her, but she 
cannot do anything to express her anger.  
44. SS/M/93 ‘I used your deodorant.‘ My 
mother laughed. ‘You don’t 
have to use mine. I’ll get your 
own.’ 
           In her birthday, for the first time Margaret 
uses a deodorant. She uses her mother’s 
deodorant. She tells her parents, and it 
makes her parents spontaneously laugh at 
her.    
45. SS/M/93 Grandma sent me a hundred-
dollar savings bond as she does 
every year – plus three new 
sweaters with MADE 
EXPRESSLY FOR YOU … 
BY GRANDMA labels in them, 
a new bathing suit and an airline 
tickets to Florida! Round trip, 
leaving from Newark Airport at 
noon on April fourth. Was I 
excited! 
           This speech happens on Margaret’s birthday. 
She gets a hundred dollars, bathing suit, 
three new sweaters with a label: MADE 
EXPRESSLY FOR YOU, and an airline 
ticket to Florida. Margret not really happy 
for the gifts, except the ticket to fly to 
Florida, so she does not know what to say 
and cannot describe how pretty happy she is.  
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46. SS/M/94 Nancy mailed me a separate 
birthday card signed, A million 
thanks to the best friend a girl 
could ever have. I guess she 
was still scared I‘d give away 
her secret.    
           Nancy gives a birthday card to Margaret 
which says a great thank you for being a best 
friend of her. In the other hand, because of 
the card Margaret has a negative thinking for 
her. She thinks that Nancy gives the card 
because she hopes that Margaret still can 
keep the secret.  
47. SS/M/94 I really couldn’t believe it when 
he read my group. Norman 
Fishbein, Philip Leroy, Laura 
Danker and me! I glanced 
sideways at Janie. She rolled 
her eyes at me. I raised my 
eyebrow back at her.    
           Margaret, Philip (the handsomest boy), 
Laura (the most beautiful girl) and Norman 
(the boy that Margaret dislikes) are in one 
team work. This is unbelievable for 
Margaret that she is in the group, so she 
gives a sign language to Janie. It speaks 
more than the words that they can produce.  
48. SS/M/95 To make matters worse I had to 
sit facing Laura Danker. I hated 
her. I hated her for being so big 
and beautiful and having all the 
boys stare at her, including Mr. 
Benedict. Also. I hated her 
because she knew she was 
normal and I didn‘t know a 
thing about me!  
 
 
           Margaret sits nearby Laura, so she directly 
faces her and she hates doing it. Margaret 
feels very jealous to Laura, because she 
wants to look like Laura who has a beautiful 
face, big bust, sexy and tall body. Margaret 
feels she is not normal, because she does not 
has the things that Laura has.       
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49. SS/M/96 Laura was a good worker. But 
of course, I never told her that 
I thought so.   
           Laura is the one whom Margaret thinks as a 
good worker, but she would not tell it to her, 
because she would not let Laura know that 
she is a good worker than her. 
50. SS/M/96 So I ate, breathed and slept 
Belgium for three weeks. 
Philip Leroy was a lousy 
worker. 
           Margaret, Philip and two others work in a 
team for finishing their Belgium project 
within three weeks. Margaret feels like she 
spends her entire time to finish the project, 
so she changes her daily activities with the 
project. Moreover, she does not like Philip, 
because he is the laziest member.  
51. SS/M/96 For one thing that I never knew 
she was Catholic. For another, I 
wondered what she said in 
Confession. I mean, did she talk 
about what she did with boys? 
And if she did, what did the 
priest say to her? Did she go to 
Confession every time she did 
something bad? Or did she gave 
it all up and go once a month?   
           Laura is a religious girl in the class, but 
Margaret does not know it. Margaret feels 
surprised when she finds out that Laura is 
religious-catholic girl. Margaret wants to 
know what is Laura doing her church, but 
she never tries to ask her. She just keeps 
watching what Laura does.  
52. SS/M/97 I never would have said 
anything at all if it hadn’t been 
for Laura. She picked me first. 
So she was really to blame for 
whole thing. 
           These two speeches are written in two 
sentences where substantively these can 
stand only in one sentence. It happens, 
because she wants to differentiate deep 
emotions and the reasons why she say it.    
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53. SS/M/98 I was really being awful. And I 
hadn‘t even planned it. I 
sounded like Nancy. That’s 
when it hit me that for all I 
knew Nancy made up that story 
about Laura. Or maybe Evan 
made it up just to brag. Yes, I 
bet they did! Moose was a big 
liar too.    
           At the end when Margaret and Laura are 
finishing the Belgium project, they have a 
fight. Margaret tells the whole story to Laura 
that Nancy tells her, but the entire story is 
just a made up story made by Nancy. The 
story makes Laura is angry with Margaret, 
because Margaret sounds very cruel to 
Laura. It reminds her to Nancy’ cruel action.  
54. SS/M/098 ‘Well, try thinking about it. 
Think about how you’d feel if 
you had to wear a bra in four 
grades and how everybody 
laughed and how you always 
had to cross your arms in front 
of you. And about how the boys 
called you dirty names just 
because of how you looked.’ I 
thought about it. ‗I‘m sorry 
Laura,‘ I said. ‗I‘ll bet!‘ ‗I 
really am. If you want to know 
the truth…well, I wish I 
looked more like you than like 
me.‘  
 
           When Margaret and Laura are finishing the 
Belgium project, they have an argument. 
Margaret tells the whole story to Laura that 
Nancy told her, but the entire story is just a 
made up story that Nancy made. The story 
makes Laura feels very angry with Margaret. 
Margaret feels sorry after what happens 
between them. At the end, Margaret has to 
be in charged of her own ego. She finally 
realizes that Nancy has not told the truth and 
she, then, asks to apologize to Laura. 
Margaret also tells about the reason why she 
feels jealous with Laura. It happens because 
Margaret wants to look like her. On the 
other hand, Laura wants to be like the other 
girls in the class, because she thinks that she 
is bigger than anyone.  
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55. SS/M/99 I stepped in and closed the door 
behind me. I waited for 
something to happen. I didn’t 
know what I was supposed to 
do, so I just sat there. Finally I 
heard a voice. ‘Yes, my child.’ 
At first I thought it was God. I 
really and truly thought it was, 
and my heart started to pound 
like crazy and I was all sweaty 
inside my coat and sort of 
dizzy too.   
           After school, Margaret meets Laura and she 
follows her to the church. Finally, Margaret 
is doing her first confession. She totally feels 
confused what she should do there. At first, 
she thinks that it is the time where she 
finally can meet and find God.  Yet, then she 
realizes that it is not God that she may find, 
it is only the priest.  
56. SS/M/100 Are you there, God? It’s me, 
Margaret. … I’ve been looking 
for you, God. I looked in temple. 
I looked in church. And today, I 
looked for you when I wanted to 
confess. But you weren’t there. I 
didn’t feel you at all. Not the 
way I do when I talk to you at 
night. Why God? Why do I only 
feel you when I’m alone?   
 
 
 
   
 
        When Margaret is all alone in her room and 
before she sleeps, she talks to God about 
what has happened to her that day. She tells 
Him that she tries to find Him, but still she 
finds nothing. Moreover, she keeps 
wandering why she only can feel God when 
she is all alone.  
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57. SS/M/101
-102 
‘Herb! Stop it! You’re being 
ridiculous—’ ‘I’m being 
ridiculous! That’s funny, 
Barbara. That’s very funny.’ 
‘You know what I think?’ I 
asked them ‘I think you’re both 
being ridiculous!‘ I ran out of 
the kitchen and stormed up the 
stairs to my room.  
           Margaret’s mother sends her parent a 
Christmas card and it makes Margaret’s 
father gets mad of her, because he does not 
like his parents-in-law. It makes Margaret 
feels unwell, because she gets mad and hates 
them when they have a fight. It happens 
because children never ever like seeing their 
parent when they are fighting.   
58. SS/M/103 Then still didn’t say anything 
and after a minute I knew – I 
knew I wasn’t going to Florida! 
And then I had plenty to say. 
Plenty! ‗I don‘t want to see 
them,‘ I shouted. ‗It isn‘t fair! 
I want to go to Florida and 
stay with Grandma.  
           Margaret’s grandparents from her mother 
are coming to see her from Ohio because for 
fourteen years they never see their daughter, 
Margaret’s mother. Yet, Margaret does not 
want that to happen because she needs to go 
to Florida to meet her grandmother. She 
thinks it is unfair for her.  
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59. SS/M/54-
55 
Grandma whispered to me, 
‘Shake hands, Margaret.’ I held 
out my hand. ‘This is my 
granddaughter, Rabbi. The one I 
told you about…Margaret 
Simon.’ The rabbi shook my 
hand. ‘Yes, of course. Margaret! 
Good Yom Tov.’ ‘Yes,’ I said. 
The rabbi laughed. ‘It means 
Happy New Year. That’s what 
we’re celebrating today.’ ‘Oh,’ 
I said. 
           This time, Margaret goes to temple with 
Sylvia, her grandmother, and she meets the 
rabbi. The rabbi greets her by saying Good 
Yom Tov, which means Happy New Year in 
Jewish since at that day they are celebrating 
the New Year of Jewish community. When 
the rabbi says the phrase, Margaret just 
simply answers yes. The respond from the 
rabbi is a laugh, because he knows that 
Margaret does not understand what the 
phrase means. However, the rabbi explains 
why he laughs. Then, Margaret just answers 
by saying a simple word oh without 
expressing sorry for her mistake. 
60. SS/M/108 ‘Thank you, Margaret Ann,’ my 
grandmother said. She had a 
funny way of scrunching up her 
mouth. ‘You don‘t have to call 
me Margaret Ann,‘ I said. 
‗Nobody does. Just Margaret 
is fine.‘ 
           In the night, when her grandmother calls her 
by her complete name (Margaret Ann), she 
refuses it. It sounds strange for her, because 
nobody calls her with that name. Thus, she 
asks her grandmother for not to call her that 
way. 
61. SS/M/108 Naturally I used my best 
possible manners.  
           When Margaret’s grandparents visit 
Margaret’ new home. As a host, she tries to 
serve them the best manner she can, even 
though she hates to meet them.   
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62. SS/M/111 ‗Stop it!‘ I hollered, jumping 
up. ‗All of you! Just stop it! I 
can‘t stand another minute of 
listening to you. Who needs 
religion? Who! Not me … I 
don‘t need it. I don‘t even 
need God!‘ I ran out of the den 
and up to my room. I heard my 
mother say, ‘Why did you have 
to start? Now you’ve ruined 
everything! 
           In the first night when Margaret’s 
grandparents stay at her home, they start 
with a conversation about religion. 
Margaret’s parents tell them that Margaret 
does not have any religion, and they let 
Margaret to choose any kind of religions 
when she already grows up. Margaret’s 
grandparents feel shocked to know it and 
they absolutely want Margaret to be a 
Christian. Finally, the conversation ends 
with a fight which makes Margaret feels 
angry with the whole family.  
63. SS/M/112 The next morning I stayed in 
my room, I wouldn’t even go 
down for breakfast. I caught 
myself starting to say, Are You 
there God, but then I 
remembered that I wasn‘t 
talking to him anymore. I 
wondered if he would strike 
me down. Well, if he wanted 
to, that was his business! 
 
 
 
           In the next morning after the whole family’s 
members have a fight over  Margaret’s faith, 
Margaret refuses to have breakfast. Actually 
she really wants to talk to God, however, she 
decides not to do it, because she promises to 
herself not to talk to Him anymore.  
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64. SS/J/113 ‘Buy it for what?’ Janie asked. 
‘Just in case,’ I told her. ‘You 
mean to keep at home?’ ‘Sure. 
Why not?’ ‘I don’t know. My 
mother might not like it,’ Janie 
said. ‘So don’t tell her.’ ‘But 
what if she sees it?’ ‘It’ll be in a 
bag. You can say it’s school 
supplies,’ I said. ‘Do you have 
enough money?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Okay. 
Now, what kind should we 
buy?’ I asked. ‘How about 
Teenage Softies? Janie said. 
‘That’s the kind Gretchen uses.’ 
‘Okay.’ I took a box of Teenage 
Softies off the shelf.   
           A lady stuff: teenage softies is the one and 
only thing that Margaret and Janie buy when 
they two are hang out together. Janie feels 
embarrassed suddenly when she sees a boy 
in the same place.    
65 SS/M-
J/113 
‘I like that one. It’s pink,’ I told 
her, pointing to a small box with 
a pretty girl’s picture on it. 
‘Okay, I’ll take that one too,’ 
Janie said, reaching.  
 
 
 
 
           Most girls love color pink, so the choice of 
the word pink shows young adult girl. When 
Margaret produces her speech, she wants to 
buy teenage softies with Janie. 
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66. SS/J-
M/113 
We walked to the check-out 
counter with our stuff and 
walked away just as fast when 
we saw that there was a boy 
behind the cash register. ‗I 
can‘t go through with it,‘ 
Janie whispered. She put her 
boxes back on the shelf. ‗I‘m 
scared. ‗Don‘t be a dope. 
What so to be …‘ I was 
interrupted by a saleslady in 
blue doctor’s coat.  
           When Janie and Margaret hang out in the 
city, they plan to buy Teenage Softies. When 
they want to pay it, Janie unintentionally 
sees a boy in the behind of the cash register. 
Suddenly, she cannot move with the stuff 
because she totally feels embarrassed. She 
tells Margaret about her feeling and 
Margaret helps her to face the situation. 
Actually, at that moment, Margaret also 
feels the same way with Janie, but she can 
hide it perfectly. Lucky them, there is a 
saleslady who helps them to get and pay the 
teenage softies.  
67. SS/M/114
-115 
‘You said you were coming for 
a week!’ ‘We did say that,’ my 
grandfather told her. ‘But we’ve 
decided to spend the rest of the 
week in New York, at a hotel.’ 
‘I see,’ my mother said. My 
father hid behind his 
newspaper but I saw the big 
smile. All I could think of was 
that they ruined my trip to 
Florida and now they weren‘t 
even staying. It‘s wasn‘t fair! 
It was really a cheat! 
           When Margaret’s grandparents are coming 
to see her in her new place. Actually none of 
her family likes them, because they 
disowned Margaret’s mother when she 
decided to get married with her husband. 
After few days staying at her home, they just 
plan to move out to the hotel in New York. 
Her father is very happy knowing that plan, 
but her mother is not. Meanwhile, start form 
first time Margaret is unhappy when they 
came to see her at the first say, because they 
ruin her plan to fly to Florida to visit her 
father’s mother. She thinks that it is unfair 
for her, while she has been made a martyr of 
their coming.  
  
123 
 
 
No. 
 
Code 
 
Data 
Linguistic 
Features 
 
Speech Functions 
The Style Is the 
Message 
 
Explanation 
Reasons 
WR SY EX DI RE ME PO PH PC CI PE 
68. SS/M/117 ‘Just remember Margaret … no 
matter what they said ... you’re 
a Jewish girl.’ ‗No I‘m not!‘ I 
argued. ‗I‘m nothing, and you 
know it! I don‘t even believe 
in God!‘ ‘Margaret! Grandma 
said, ‘Don’t ever talk like that 
did about God.’ ‘Why not? I 
asked. ‘It’s true!’ I wanted to 
ask God did he hear that! But I 
wasn’t speaking to him and I 
guess he knew it! 
           When Margaret discusses about religion, 
especially her faith, she always takes it 
seriously. Margaret’s grandmother (from her 
father’s side) wants her to be a Jewish, but 
she always refuses it. She answers her 
grandmother’s question by saying ―I am 
nothing‖, although in her mind and heart 
she keeps waiting for an answer in what 
religion that she will be in. Moreover, 
Margaret hates every single people who 
force her to choose their religion as hers.  
69. SS/M/117 Sometimes Grandma is almost 
as bad as everybody else. As 
long as she loves me and I love 
her, what difference does 
religion make? 
           Margaret thinks that there is no reason for 
people not to love each other with or without 
religion. Eventhough she has not made up 
her mind about which religion that she wants 
to choose, she can feel and talk to God.  
70 SS/M/121 Moose kept talking. ‘Well, next 
time don’t believe it unless you 
see it! Now if you’ll move out 
of my way, I’ve got things to 
do!’ I didn’t move. ‘You know 
what Moose?’ I asked. ‘What 
now?’ ‗I‘m sorry I thought 
you were a liar.‘ 
           Margaret talks to Moose, when he cuts the 
lawn in her garden, to know the truth of a 
story about him and Evan who kiss Laura 
like what Nancy told her. He tells her the 
entire story is only a made up story made up 
by Nancy. That is why Margaret feels sorry 
for him because she got the wrong thought 
about Moose whom she thinks he is a liar. 
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71. SS/M/122 ‘Is it that private Lady stuff?’ 
‘No, I got you Teenage Softies.’ 
‘Good,’ I said. ‘Now look, 
Margaret – here’s how to do it. 
The belt goes around your waist 
and the pad—’ ‘Mom,’ I said. 
‗I‘ve been practicing in my 
room for two months!‘ Then 
my mother and I laughed 
together and she said, ‘In that 
case, I guess I’ll wait in the 
other room.’    
           The day after Margaret talks to Moose 
Freed, she gets her first period. She suddenly 
calls her mother and she surprisingly looks 
into her daughter. Both of them feel very 
happy and then Margaret’s mother gives her 
Teenage Softies and teaches her how to use 
it. Yet, Margaret perfectly knows the way 
how to use it, because she already practices 
to use it two months. Spontaneously, 
Margaret and her mother laugh.  
72. SS/M/123 Are you there God? It’s me, 
Margaret. I know you’re there, 
God. I know you wouldn’t have 
missed this for anything! Thank 
you, God. Thanks an awful lot.  
           In the last speech, It is the last time when 
she talks to God and it is also the last part of 
the novel. In this situation, Margaret talks 
again to God after promising that she has 
made for not talking to God anymore. She 
shows her gratitude to God after finally, she 
gets her period for the first time and she 
really feels very happy for it. She simply 
says thanks Him for all the things she gets, 
especially related to her first menstruation. It 
is only a simple thank from such a young 
adult girl but it has a deeper meaning that 
she never says ever. 
 



